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"If you only focus on your behavior at the moment, you will fail to catch

the meaning of life,” said Hideo Kobayashi. His phrase probably means that if

you are satisfied just with doing what you assume you should do in (your) daily

life, you will find yourself at the end of your life without knowing it.

*you will find yourself at the end of your life before you know its meaning
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[ATAiks - #2461 1] 1t probably means that if you are happy just doing what
you assume you should do in your daily life, before you know it, you' Il be at
the end of your life.

[AFAiikg - #2241 2] This probably means that your life will be over before
you know it, if you are satisfied with just doing what you assume you are
supposed to do in your everyday life.

[BFArifs - ##541 1] That might mean that, if we are satisfied just by doing
what we believe we have to do in everyday life, our life will be over before
we know it.

[BFArifs - ##Z41 21 This probably means that if you believe that it is enough
to just do what is expected of you in daily life, your life will come to an
end before you realize it.

[C kg - f#Z41] That probably means that if you feel you have only to do
what you think you must do in daily life [each day], your life will come to

an end [be over] before you know it.
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Around the world, movements for reducing plastic waste have been more
active. Stopping producing plastic containers and packages for food, or
stopping providing customers with free plastic shopping bags, will be the
easiest way to achieve this purpose. On the other hand, movements to substitute
paper products or biodegradable materials for these plastics have been

notable. However, what is most important, each of us should realize, in our

daily lives, that we are the very ones (that are) polluting our valuable

natural environment with plastic garbage. Nevertheless, such a change in (the

way of) thinking is not easy. The other day, for example, when I bought a
plastic bottle of water, I almost unconsciously received a plastic shopping
bag so that beads of water (formed on the the bottle s surface) would not wet
the book I happened to have in my hand.

* —3B rewrite

[A TR - @56 1] the most important thing is for each of us to be aware
in our daily lives that we are the ones that are polluting our precious natural
environment with plastic waste

[AFikL - f#EH1 2] what is most important is that each one of us realize in
our daily life that it is we ourselves who are contaminating our irreplaceable

natural environment with plastic garbage

[B Pk - f@5H1] the most important thing is that, in daily life, each of
us should realize that it is we ourselves that are polluting the precious

natural environment with plastic waste
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[C Ak - fiEH1] What matters most is for us to recognize in our daily lives
the fact that it is us who are polluting the precious environment by creating

plastic waste.
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To live in this world, you must first have some confidence. However, to be

confident, at anytime or anywhere, will eventually make enemies and hurt

others. Until you realize the imperfection of your beliefs, you cannot develop

an attitude of tolerance. We should cope with [cross swords with] other

countries, both with self-assurance and question, dogmatism and skepticism.

[ATAiiik% - f@24H1] But if you are too confident and always do things the way
you think is right, you may someday hurt others. You can only be tolerant of

others when you understand that your beliefs may be wrong to some degree.

[B P - @55 1] However, being always confident will someday put us in
a position that hurts others. We can’t develop tolerance until we recognize
that we cannot put complete trust in our confidence.

[B YAk - #2410 21 However, if we always confidently push forward, someday
we' 11 end up finding ourselves hurting others. We cannot nurture a tolerant

attitude unless we realize that our beliefs are, to some extent, questionable.

[C Ttz - @& HI] Yet, if you only live with self-confidence, you will
someday end up harming people around you. We all need to realize that our

beliefs aren’ t perfect. And that is when tolerance and generosity arise.
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When I say | am playful, some may feel | am not telling the truth. To be sure,
to master Greek or Latin, | had to work seven or eight hours a day for eighty
days without a day off. When I read texts, I generally had to read four or five
pages without a break every day. Then, you must think that I could have no time
to play, so | was far from playful.

Nevertheless, | am not telling a lie because | had to make such efforts to
learn the language for more than two months after entering the university.

However, learning a foreign language is like learning to ride a bicycle. [t

is hard while practicing, but once you have learned it, it becomes effortless.

All you have to do is (to) continue it.

LAk - @56 1] However, learning a language is like learning how to ride
a bicycle: while learning, you may find it difficult, but once you can do it,
you won t have any more trouble. You just have to try to ride whenever you have

time.

LA FAuiks - @501 2] However, learning a language and learning how to ride a
bicycle are similar in that you may have great difficulty while learning, but
once you have learned to do it, it will be quite easy; you have only to ride

one as often as possible.



[B Tt - fiZ2H1] However, learning a language is just like practicing riding
a bicycle. You may have a hard time while practicing, but once you have learned
to ride it, you will have no problems. After that, all you have to do is keep

riding.

[C itk - fiB5H] But learning a foreign language is just like learning to
ride a bicycle. While learning, you may find it difficult. Once you become able
to ride, however, you may wonder why you ever found it difficult. All you have

to do after that is keep riding.
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Travelers arrive in a distant city. They walk through the streets, viewing
various things. For example, they look at trees and houses, goods in show
windows, vegetables in the market, paintings in the museum. Sometimes they get
surprised, impressed, or uneasy. Travelers will consciously look at far more
things than people living in the town for long. However, no matter how much
information they absorb with their eyes, they are strangers.” That is all

right because some things are just visible to outsiders. On the other hand,

[ often wonder how this city would look if | were not a traveler but a resident.

[A Tk - #5561 1] That is fine because there are things you can only see
when you are standing on the outside. However, | often wonder how this town

would look to my eyes if | were a local instead of a traveler.

[ATAikg - 754 2] There are things that you can see precisely because you
are an outsider, so being an outsider is not always a bad thing. [ often
imagine what the town would look like if | was living there and not just

traveling there.



[B kg - &) That’s all right as there are some things you are able to
see because you are an outsider, but | often wonder how this town would look

[what this town would look like] if | were not a traveler but a local resident.

[C ks - 5] That in itselfis not a problem, for there are things we can
see because we see them as an outsider. As for me, | often wonder what this

town would look like if | were not a traveler but a local.
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| cannot single out the reason why | chose to study history. However, | am

almost sure that [ had a vague interest in the process of our modern world s

formation and the way of its transformation into what it was. Thinking of this

more deeply, | also felt | had to learn more about Europe to consider how Japan

had modernized (itself) under its influence.

ATk - f#&H) 1] If | dig a little more deeply into the reasons, [ think
it was also because | felt | had to know more about Europe to consider how Japan

came to be modernized under its influence.

[A TR - fESPH1 2] And if [ give a little more thought to it, | realize I
was also feeling that, to reflect on how Japan modernized under the influence

of Europe, | needed to know more about Europe.
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[B Pt - fi#5H]] Thinking about it a little more deeply, | realize that I
also felt that | had to learn more about Europe in order to think about how

Japan, influenced by Europe, had achieved modernization.

[C k% - fi#5H]] On further [deeper] reflection, it was because I felt that

| had to learn more about Europe in order to think about the path Japanese

modernization followed under the influence of Europe.



