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21-1 Travel guidebooks are very amusing reading (materials). [f you exercise
a little imagination, you can feel as if you were traveling just by reading
them. However, if they are written in too much detail, they are not appropriate
when you go on a real trip. It is a good thing that they can free you from
anxieties about and stresses of traveling, but at the same time, they can
deprive you of unexpected pleasures of small adventures.

21-2 Tourist guidebooks are quite delightful to read. With a little
imagination, you can feel as if you were a tourist only through reading them.
However, written in more detail than necessary, they are not fit for real
trips. It is desirable that you are free from worries about traveling and its
stresses, but then, you could miss (enjoying) the unanticipated fun of small
adventures.

21-3 Reading tourist guidebooks is quite amusing because a little imagination
can make you feel as if you were traveling. However, too many details are not
fit for real trips. While saving you anxieties over traveling and its stresses,
they also take away unexpected pleasures of small adventures.

*travel guidebooks/tourist guidebooks/guidebooks for tourists
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22 Traveling is a phenomenon that involves us in the deepest parts of our
imagination. When traveling through a land, we also travel through a vaguely
perceived symbolic landscape in our minds. The meanings of a journey vary among
people. However, its greatest pleasure for everyone is not only going to the
destination but also leaving home.

Meanwhile, home is a social order that has formed human minds and their
world. Leaving home both frees and terrifies people. Many ancient tribes
believed the natural order would collapse if they traveled far away from the
boundary where their gods ruled the natural order. Indeed, even in the time
of Columbus, sailors feared they might fall off the edge of their world.

Also, when traveling, people have imagined worlds operating on other
principles markedly different from those of the land where they have lived.
What matters about these imagined worlds is that the principles driving them
derive from those of their land. However, real worlds would not often allow
people to live such a life as imagined worlds offer.
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23. The American ideal of equality has affected marriage and all relationships
between men and women: America benefits in many ways from its emphasis on
individual freedom and equality within the family relationship. American
families give full consideration and importance to the needs and desires of
each member. However, American families pay the price for these benefits. They
lack stability and permanence compared to families in most societies. The high
divorce rate in American families is the most significant indicator of
instability and impermanence.
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24. American attitudes toward families involve many contradictions. For
example, to preserve the values of freedom and equality, Americans willingly
endure significant instability in the home, including divorce. On the other
hand, they are deeply attached to the idea of home as the best way of life.
According to one survey, more than 70 percent of Americans feel families are
an essential part of their lives, and more than 90 percent say families are
personally quite valuable. Indeed, most of those who divorce eventually find
new partners and remarry.
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25. Some social scientists interestingly explain these apparent
contradictions. According to their theories, Americans see the home as a
necessary refuge from the competitive outside world. Competition and hard work
are fundamental values in American society, but they also impose a
psychological strain on individuals. In contrast, the family is essentially
a noncompetitive, cooperative system. Although each family member competes
with rivals in the outside world of work, politics, and education, the family
does not require them to compete similarly. Instead, the ideal of the American
family is to work together as a group to help each family member achieve their
goals and to share affection to refresh their spirit.
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26. In this respect, we can see the home as similar to the church. Americans
see both as a refuge for the human spirit from the competitive outside world.
They also consider the two a source of vitality to continue striving in the
competitive world. Neither has too often succeeded in (the task of) restoring
the human heart. Nevertheless, refreshing the human spirit is still the ideal
of the church and the home.



