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Recently, more Japanese than ever before have not been able to find work.
Japan, once known for its high (level of) employment, set a record of
unemployment. The main reason for this is the present depression and, also
[besides], the unknown natural and man-made disasters.

In a depression, companies want to cut expenses. Workers are one of their
biggest costs, so they cut jobs to spend less until things improve. People,
especially the young, have trouble finding work, partly because Japanese
companies have traditionally kept their elder employees for their loyalty and
experience. Elderly workers have expected to be treated well after retirement.
However, the longer people live, the harder that becomes.

On the other hand, many of the people who find work now are temporary or low-
wage workers, who work for a short period at low pay. These workers save
companies cost because they usually do not receive the same salaries and
benefits that regular, full-time workers do. Once a temporary job is over, they
earn nothing until they find the next one.

The problem of unemployment in the past seemed to change in cycles. Now
younger Japanese are wondering if the situation would ever improve. Japan's
economy is sure to recover, but only after a long struggle. It is not easy to
predict whether the time is near or far off.

In this situation, education has become a critical [very important] factor
in seeking employment. In Japan, many companies require that new employees
have a college degree, English-speaking ability, and computer skills. For this
reason, it is of great importance for the young to develop [improve] their
skills, above all, English and computer skills so that they can find jobs.

(277-281 words) -Revised-
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Technology has done much to bring people physically closer together. Vast
improvements in transportation and communication have made it much easier than
in the past to meet people from many different countries. (Centuries ago when
most people lived in small, isolated towns and villages, only adventurers or
those living in large trade centers could have much contact with people from
other countries.)

Formerly, people almost always thought of "foreigners” as those who lived
in far-away and sometimes unfamiliar places. Now, since more and more people
go abroad, it is more likely for us to work with, live beside, speak to, and
perhaps even become friends with people from all over the world.

While the technological problem of bringing people from distant places
physically together has mostly disappeared, the human problem remains. How can
people from different cultures, with different ideas, and different ways of
thinking, learn to get along with each other?

As the countries of the world become increasingly dependent upon one another
both economically and politically, it is more and more necessary for people
to understand the language, culture and customs of those from other countries.
A great many problems and misunderstandings can occur among various nations
if there is a lack of genuine cross-cultural understanding.

Today’ s leaders, especially those in politics and business, need a broad
perspective on international affairs. However, it is also important for
common, ordinary people to acquire [obtain] the same view [perspective]. The
new world situation demands that people everywhere (should) have some
understanding of cross-cultural affairs.

To acquire this understanding does not mean that a person has to lose a sense
of his or her cultural identity. Internationalism does not imply that all the
people of the world must give up their cultures and accept some vague
“international culture.” In fact, the only way we can truly come to understand
and respect the cultures of other people is by understanding and respecting
our respective cultures. (292-323 words) -Revised-
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Every country in the world carries on foreign trade; it exports goods to
other countries and imports from abroad other goods that it cannot produce
itself. In modern times, no civilized country could exist without such
exchange of goods. Even if a country is self-supporting about food, it has to
reduce the standard of life unless it manufactures products or imports raw
materials indispensable for making them.

There are many ideas expressed as to the scientific laws governing the
exchange of goods between countries. Some people think a country should export
the goods that it naturally produces in excess, in other words, in a greater
quantity than the population of the country itself needs. For example, England
has more coal than she needs, Australia more minerals, and Canada more lumber.
[t is natural that they should export such excess. However, what things should
they import? Of course, necessities come first, like food for England.
However, people want more than the bare means of living. They want the comforts
of life and more expensive items [things], such as diamonds, pearls, and furs,
which are for pleasure rather than for use.

In any case, the following fact should be widely recognized. No matter what
imports are, they have to be paid for, almost wholly, by exports.

(213 words) -Revised-
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