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In recent years the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology (MEXT) has been encouraging public elementary schools
to provide English conversation lessons during the periods devoted to General
Studies. This has led to widespread discussion concerning whether English
should be made a compulsory subject at the elementary level.

(20065 5AmH - HEREER)
What is YOUR opinion?
Do you think that English should be made a compulsory subject from the first
grade of elementary school in Japan?
+ Or, do you think that English should not be taught in elementary school at
all?
- Or, is your opinion somewhere between these two extremes?

Write a paragraph defending ONE of these three positions, giving at least
one appropriate reason to support your opinion. (&4 (%144mmX 8 17)
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My opinion is between the other two opinions. To learn English from the first
grade of elementary school is useful for Japanese children to acquire good
English pronunciation if they are exposed to it at least three times a week,
which seems impossible. Meanwhile, learning English is compulsory in junior
high school. It may be useful to start it a few years earlier if good teaching

staff and methods are available. In spite of its vital importance, it seems
difficult. (80 words)
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Write your answer in English. (20074 HAfH - EZEE)
Children are taught not to lie, but in fact sometimes people do. Is it ever
a good thing to tell a lie? Explain. (%4813 150mm % 1047)
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In principle, it is not a good thing to tell a lie, but I cannot assert [say]
that it is always bad. Not to mention a white lie, to tell a lie may sometimes
please us, encourage us, or even save us from disappointment. Who can be honest
with a child suffering from so-called an incurable disease? What is the use
of saying, "Your illness is beyond remedy, and you will soon die?” Probably

you will say, ”You are sure to recover.” It is not a sin to tell a lie.
(90 words)
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Write your answer on the following question in English within the box provided
on the ANSWER SHEET. (2008 H#mH - EHEHEE)

Nowadays almost everywhere you go there is a surveillance camera ($53E7 A
) taking a pictuer of you. How do you feel about this?
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I am not necessarily conscious of the existence of surveillance cameras
myself, but they say that their presence [existence] discourages people from
doing some illegal act. However, such devices do not seem to help prevent
indiscriminate murder or impulsive crimes that have recently occurred. Some
criminals even wish to be arrested by the police. (54)

Here we have to consider another aspect of such devices. They watch us
carefully and store our information, but we know almost nothing about how the
authorities or even the private organizations use the information. We must
also pay more attention to this. (99 words)
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Do you think the following statement is true? Explain your answer by writing
a paragraph in English within the box provided on the ANSWER SHEET.
A blind respect for authority is the greatest enemy of truth.
(20094F HRaH - EBHGEE © R0 (3 150mm X 1017)
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| agree with the given statement (that a blind respect for authority is the
greatest enemy of truth). For most of us, or even for competent researchers
in a certain area, to accept established authority is a far easier way to live
a secure and comfortable life than to challenge it. However, if no one dares
to do so, in our life there will be no progress or advancement, and so no

discovery of truth. Qur culture, our civilization, and at last our history will
all come to an end. 86:3F [743E]
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“When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with
success.

Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and
examples to explain your positions in the box provided on the ANSWER SHEET.

(2010%F SRR - EIE*EcE © #5013 144mm X 1017)
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I disagree. The quotation seems right [true], but consider the opposite
case. However hard you work, a chance accident or misfortune can prevent you
from succeeding. When you are on the way to the station completely ready to
take the entrance examination, a runaway car hit and injure you. The ambulance
carries you to the hospital. You cannot sit for the examination, and so a whole
year of hard work comes to nothing. Therefore, if you succeed, luck is in favor
of you. (82 words)
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What do you think is the single biggest problem that Japan will face in the

year 20507
Explain your answer in ENGLISH within the box provided on the ANSWER SHEET.
(20124F HRaH - EBEGEE © RS0 3 150mm X 1147)
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I think the single biggest problem that Japan will face in the year 2050 may
well be that of foreign workers. If the trend of a declining birth rate and
an aging population continues, Japan will have to take in workers from other
countries due to a shortage of the labor force. Foreign workers bring different
languages, cultures or religions with them. Therefore, they cannot be easily
[readily] absorbed [assimilated] into such a homogenous island country as
Japan. It will be very difficult for Japanese people to get along with foreign
workers. (90 words)
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According to the Ministry of Education, in the five-year period between 2004
and 2009, the number of Japanese college students studying abroad dropped by
28 percent from over eighty thousand to below sixty thousand, and still seems
to be in decline. Write a paragraph in ENGLISH giving your own interpretation
of BOTH the likely CAUSES and CONSEQUENCES of this situation. Because of the
restricted space, please limit your answer to TWO causes and TWO consequences.

(20134F RARH - G @ 50 150mm < 1217)
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A major reason for this trend is that Japan has been suffering from a
lingering recession. Family finances are very tight and many students cannot
afford to study abroad. Moreover, the students are afraid to leave Japan
because they are considering their own employment after graduation. Especially
during the period when this survey was conducted, a number of students started
seeking employment as early as their second year of college. Being away from
Japan meant a late start in job hunting. Consequently, this state of affairs
may dwarf Japanese young people, and thus the Japanese economy as well. This
also means that the students can fail to gain a broad perspective of global
trends. (114 words)
fdwarf: B/MEbd 5, REEWT 5

A - i@l 2]

The development of information technology is probably one reason why fewer
Japanese students study abroad. You can now learn almost anything on the
Internet. Information collected online can often be superior to first-hand
knowledge, which may be very limited in amount and variety. In addition, you
can now communicate with people all over the world using e-mail and social
networks. Therefore, young people today do not necessarily seclude themselves
from the outer world, but rather have great possibilities of becoming involved
in the global community. They are likely to create novel structures in the
economy, academic studies and cultural exchanges.

(100 words)
¥seclude: FrE@ftd %

(T o )

The first cause of this situation is that Japanese students have been
decreasing in number because of the declining birth rate. The second is that
economic depression and gaps have directly hit the household economy in Japan,
so the majority of the Japanese students cannot afford to study abroad. The
first consequence is that having to stay in Japan encourages them to obtain
a wider knowledge of other countries through IT and try hard to master foreign
languages, especially English, which is possible in today s circumstances.
Therefore, the second is that without studying abroad, Japanese young will be
able to handle various problems when staying in foreign countries. (108 words)
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The social networking service Facebook has a rule that users opening an
account must be at least thirteen years old. However, recent surveys suggest
that over five million children under thirteen were using Facebook in the
United States alone, many of them with the consent of their parents. Write a
paragraph in ENGLISH giving your own opinion concerning whether the current
Facebook age limitation should be changed. You should support your answer with
appropriate reasons.

(20144F FAGH ERSHEE « MR (IRESCAE150mm X 1347, 7RA150mm X 1217)
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[B Pt - il

I think Facebook should only be used by people who are eighteen or older.
One reason is that children who are younger than this are not mature enough
to understand the risks of posting personal information on the internet. There

have been many cases where children have been bullied or even targeted by
sexual predators as a result of this. Another reason is that I believe children
need to be shielded from advertisements for unhealthy products such as
hamburgers and soft drinks until they are old enough to understand the dangers
of consuming these. Facebook carries many such advertisements, and they may
lead children to develop bad eating habits. (109 words)
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I think Facebook should have an age limitation, and the limit should be
increased to eighteen or older. The age of thirteen is too young for children
to disclose their personal information on the Web. These days, the number of
Internet crimes is increasing, and they are getting more sophisticated and
clever. It is not only good and honest people that use Facebook. Some may be
wicked and watching for a chance to exploit naive people. And if such a thing
happens to children, they cannot deal with it on their own. So the limitation
should be at least the age of legal majority. (104words)
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I think the current Facebook age limitation is a proper one. Some people may
say children of thirteen are not old enough to rightly use social networking
services. But there actually exist users of that age or younger. Life in the
future will surely be more dependent on computers and the Internet. So what
should be done is not to prohibit children from using Facebook and the Ilike
but to teach them a proper and safe way of making use of convenient
technologies. (83 words)

(T o )

In my opinion, Facebook should raise the age when users can open an account
to fourteen, at which (age) most of them become high-school students. The first
reason is that children at thirteen are mentally too young to disclose their
private information on the Internet. Among users of social networking services
exist not a few wicked people who are highly likely to take advantage of this
information for the sake of money. The second is that sexual pictures or videos
inappropriate for young children are available on the Facebook website. I
consider one year' s age difference to be significant for them. (100 words)
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The age at which a child can be held criminally responsible for breaking the
law varies a good deal from country to country. According to UNICF, this
currently varies from as low as six to as high as eighteen, with Japan
somewhere in between at fourteen. In your opinion, at what point should the
age of criminal responsibility be set? Write in ENGLISH and give appropriate
reasons to support your answer.

(2015%F FRARH R « R (AT SCAE150mm X 1347, 7RA150mm X 1217)
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[B Tk - 5]

I believe that the system in Japan, where a child can be punished for
breaking the law from the age of fourteen, is appropriate. There are two
reasons for this. The first is that children of this age are old enough to
understand the difference between right and wrong. There have been many cases
recently where young teenagers have attacked or even murdered others, fully
aware that they were committing crimes. The second is that society needs to
be protected. Some children, even those as young as fourteen, are dangerous.
They need to be removed from society temporarily so that they can be
rehabilitated.

(104 words)

(D )

In my opinion, it is reasonable [proper] that the Japanese current law sets
the age of criminal responsibility at fourteen though it is lower than the
average in the world. First, those who are at this age are just between
children and adults. They are too immature to be entirely [wholly/fully]
independent as individuals but mature enough to take proper [valid]
responsibility for their behavior. Painfulness of victims of crimes has no
relation to the age of criminals. Second, we need to give young criminals
deserved [proper/valid] punishment and reformation (in order) to protect
ordinary good citizens from them. That is necessary to maintain the security
of our society. (104-106 words)



