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Write 120 to 150 words of English on one of the topics below. Indicate the
number of the topic you have chosen. Correctly indicate the number of words
you have written at the end of the composition. (20158 —4& - FiilH)

1. "An education changes your mirrors into windows.” Explain what this quote
means.

2. TV news programs and newspaper articles should only state the facts and
avoid expressing political viewpoints. Explain why you agree or disagree
with this opinion.

3. Write a description of this picture.
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1. "An education changes your mirrors into windows.”  Explain what this quote
means.

Z D5 HX DD &KB L "The whole purpose of education is to change mirrors
into windows.” T» 0, Bttt T AV HDY v —F+ 1Y Z b Sydney J. Harris O
SETHLH, HURIRTIVIRTH D, RDOEIRFELK->TWV5,

"Terrorism is what we call the violence of the weak, and we condemn it; war
is what we call the violence of the strong, and we glorify it.” CK Wikipedia
£ 051H)

ARADBERIZ 2 D) LB RARR EH 5139 H720DY, mirrors & windows & W) Lt
IRIZCDOWT, AN TRHRWERZ EL WIGERIITE T 50 E) HH b Tn s,

LA TR - 55

This quote means that an education broadens the mind. In this sentence the
word "mirrors” means your narrow mind. When you look into a mirror, there you
can only see yourself and the things around you. Likewise if you don’ t receive
an education, then you only know about yourself and your surroundings. In
contrast, the word "windows” in this quote means your broadened mind. When you
look through windows, unlike when you look at mirrors, you see an enormously
wider world. Through education you learn about a great number of new things
and become able to see this world. The more education you have, the larger
the "window” will be and the wider and the farther you will be able to see.
(122 words)
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This quote uses simple but powerful imagery to make a strong statement.
Mirrors and windows are very similar. Both have frames, both are made of glass,
and both control the way we see things. However, mirrors allow us to look in
only one direction, at ourselves. Windows enable us to look out at the world.
I think the person who made this statement wants to emphasize the importance
of getting an education. He is saying that people who do not graduate from high
school or college focus only on the world they inhabit, and that this
narrow-minded way of thinking traps them and prevents them from developing.
By contrast, he is saying that people who have been exposed to the views of
others through studying books will have a much wider perspective on life and
will do better. (138 words)
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This quote means that having an education, we can look at ourselves and the
world around us from a broader perspective. What we can see looking into
mirrors is just the reflection of ourselves and things behind us in the room.
This is a closed experience. On the other hand, what we can see looking through
windows is a different world outside the room. This is an open experience. The
very basic knowledge we acquire through an education brings about this new
experience. With sufficient knowledge, we can leave the room and explore the
unfamiliar world, and so we can make various discoveries. These discoveries
allow us to realize that our values are relative ones and add richness and
depth to our lives. As our lives become rich, we come to understand others and
become kind and generous to them. (140 words)
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2. TV news programs and newspaper articles should only state the facts and
avoid expressing political viewpoints. Explain why you agree or disagree with
this opinion.

INIEBESBESHNGT—<TH 5,
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| agree with this because using the news to express political viewpoints is
undemocratic. Unfortunately, it is a fact of life that only people and
organizations that are rich and powerful are able to own TV stations and
newspapers. Just like everyone in society, the rich and powerful owners of TV
stations and newspapers have political views, but unlike almost everyone else,
they can use the news to present their views in order to influence society as
a whole and to benefit themselves. Of course they don’t always use the news
in this way, but when they do, it gives them an unfair advantage. If ordinary
people could also easily express their political views widely in order to
influence society, this would not be a problem, but because they can’t, the
use of news organizations to express political views should be opposed.
(141 words — 142 words)
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| disagree with this opinion. If TV news programs and newspaper articles only
convey the facts and avoid giving political viewpoints, TV viewers and
newspaper readers will not understand things completely. Consider, for
example, reports about a tax increase. If the media only report that there will
be a massive tax increase and make no comments about it, ordinary people won’ t
be able to understand the intention or purpose of the increase. Why now? What
for? Is it really necessary? Who will really benefit from it? If the mass media
don’ t make any comments about these things, they are only doing half their
work. Anyway, no one can really be "objective” in the strict sense of the word.
Even if the media believe they are only conveying facts, they are already being
subjective when they select and arrange the facts they think are appropriate.
(144 words)

[B ks - 5]

| agree with this opinion. The news media have a moral responsibility to tell
the truth as impartially as possible, no matter how unpleasant it may be. If
they fail to do this, it is very difficult for ordinary people to make informed
decisions about politics, health, education and other important aspects of
their daily lives. Media organizations also have to do this to remain
profitable. They lose readers or viewers if the public sees their news reports
as biased and unreliable, and advertisers stop using them. Certainly, being
completely impartial is impossible. A publisher or a broadcaster can state the
facts but still show political bias simply through its choices of news items.
However, as soon as it openly expresses political viewpoints, it becomes
untrustworthy. (126 words)
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I disagree with this opinion. Is it possible to report facts or events
without explaining or commenting them? Does it deserve calling a news report?
In Japan, the broadcasting law requires TV news programs to be politically
neutral, and newspapers impose self-regulation on newspaper articles. However,
TV stations and newspapers are clearly, or slightly, different from each other
in their attitudes toward political affairs. They pretend to be impartial, but
in reality, impartiality or fairness just means being obedient to authority,
the current government. If all the mass media report the similar news from the
similar viewpoints, based on the similar priority, then there is no necessity
for the existence of various media. Moreover, besides the traditional mass
media, SNS on the Internet is prevailing now, and so it is increasingly useless
for news media to avoid expressing political viewpoints. (140 words)

[Buff i 2t - A5 2 ]

I disagree with this opinion. First, what does “only state the facts” mean?
There are such numerous numbers of facts all over the world that TV news
programs or newspaper articles cannot report all of them. So TV or newspapers
report the facts that they judge to be worth reporting and disregard the rest.
Besides, they give priority to some facts over others. Through this process
of judging newsworthiness, they have already expressed their "political
viewpoints.” For example, which should they report first, a celebrity scandal
or a demonstration against nuclear power generation or an act of terrorism in
Iraq? Second, even if reporting when, where and how things occurred is just
stating the facts, is reporting why they occurred equally just stating the
facts? Interpretation of the reasons for social phenomena has a close relation
to expressing political viewpoints. (140 words)
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Choose one picture. Write 100 to 130 words of English about this picture.
Indicate the number of the picture that you have chosen. Correctly indicate
the number of words you have written at the end of the composition.
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This is a picture of a young girl looking out a window on a rainy day. She
planned to meet her friends and to play outside, but has been told to stay
inside by her mother because of the rain. As she looks out the window,
imagining what she is missing, she is obviously disappointed and sad. No doubt
her emotions feel very strong to her, but to any older person who has
experienced real difficulties they might seem rather unimportant or even
silly. However, to me, that is what is charming about the picture. It shows
the innocence and simplicity of childhood. (103 words)

XTHoPUTH but D to 76 difficulties F CIEBIRHNI %2 &K DG
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(D ATk - 5612

A girl, a chool child who has just turned ten, is sadly looking out the
window. It’s raining, and the entire world outside looks dark and gloomy.
Because of that, she feels all the more gloomy and depressed. Last night when
she was just about to go to bed, her parents suddenly announced that they were
going to get a divorce. To her dismay, they told her to decide whether she
wanted to live with her mother or with her father. "It’s your choice,” they
said, but how can you choose between your mother and your father? She is
thinking, "What’s my life going to be like? Why do I have to make such a
choice?” She is totally at a loss what to do. (125 words)
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In this photograph, a young girl is leaning against a window. She seems to
be in a train. Outside, it is raining and there are fields and trees. Perhaps
the train is passing through the countryside of northern England. The girl
seems sad and tired, and although she is looking out of the window, her
attention is not focused on anything in particular. | imagine that her parents
have recently divorced, and that she is on her way home after visiting her
father who now lives in a town far away from where she and her mother live.
She wishes her parents could get back together, but at the same time she knows
this is not likely to happen. (119 words)

(D CFAiks - sl

This is a picture of a little girl looking out of her bedroom window on a
rainy day. The girl’s name is Mary and she had been hoping to go out to play
with her best friend, Sally, whose father is a farmer and who has a horse named
Bella. Mary loves riding horses and especially loves riding Bella with her
friend Sally. Usually on Sundays she spends the whole day on Sally’s farm, and
those are the happiest times for Mary. But today the sky is dark and it is
raining and her mother has told her she cannot go out riding this time. So she
is sitting by her window and seems to be wishing for the rain to stop.
(122 words)
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The situation depicted in this picture seems rather odd. A young girl appears
to be leaning on the window frame of a train passing through the countryside.
Though, the shape of the window looks a little different from that of a train.
Then, if the girl is not on a train but in a building, it follows that she lives
or stays in a rural place because there are mountains, trees, and fields out
of the window. At the same time, from the scenery outside, she must be on an

upper floor of the building. Maybe she is staying at a hotel in the country.
(105 words)
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The man in the picture does not seem to be a farmer; rather he seems to be
a man who grew up in a city but who, for some reason, has decided to try
farming. Perhaps he had always wanted to own a farm, and once he retired
decided to buy one. Unfortunately, he has no idea what to do! He is just
looking at the animals hoping that the right things will happen, that the
animals will get the food they need, the chickens will lay eggs where he can
find them, the sheep’s wool will be cut so he can sell it, and the cow will
put milk in a bottle so he can drink it! (118 words)
% =1T7H ..., and once he retired decided to buy one ( ... and, once he
retired, decided to buy one AVIFHE/SKINETH 5,
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This picture shows an old man looking carefully at various kinds of animals.
He is in despair about his life, perhaps because something terrible happened
to him. He is thinking that if he were born again, he would like to be an
animal, since he believes animals’ lives are free of troubles. He is thinking
about what animal he would like to be. If he were a bird, he could fly in the
sky. Then he realizes that a hen can’t fly. Next, he wishes he could be a cow;
if he were, he could graze quietly on grass all day. However, he suddenly
realizes that some day he might be eaten by humans! He begins to feel that an
animal’s life might be full of worries like his. (129 words)

(@ Bkt - il

This drawing seems to have been made about fifty years ago. It is not realistic
and perhaps was created to accompany a nursery rhyme or to illustrate a
parable. It shows a farm on the edge of an English village. A farmer is worried
because part of the fence surrounding his farm yard has fallen down and his
cow is about to escape. If it does so, he will have difficulty catching it
because he is over weight and his health is poor. Fortunately, the farmer’ s
chicken and goose are preventing the cow from leaving by flapping their wings
and screeching at it. A cat, a mouse and some sheep are waiting to see what
happens next. Maybe the birds are repaying the farmer for being kind to them.
(127words)

(@ C ikt - izl

This is a drawing of old Joe Macdonald, who lives on his farm with his wife
and dog and many other animals. He has become good friends with his animals
and cannot bring himself to eat them, so they all live happily together. There
is a duck and a chicken, whose names are Di and Do, and a cat who likes to sit
on the fence. Her name is Lily. There is a cow named Moo, who thinks she is
the boss, and three sheep named Ennie, Miney, Mo. Old Joe is getting old, but
every morning he takes a walk outside and likes to talk to the animals about
politics and the economy. The animals like to listen to him talk, but his wife
thinks he is crazy! (129 words)
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This picture draws a man and several kinds of animals and birds living on
his farm. The fence surrounding it makes the boundary between the world inside
and outside. The pen/fence partly broken, no animals and birds, including a
cat and a mouse standing on the fence, are trying to escape out of it. Why?
They feel comfortable living enclosed inside, in other words, they are all
domesticated. Once they get used to the inside world where they now live, all
animals and birds, as well as humans, do not tend to venture into the
unfamiliar outside world. For sometimes it means risking their lives.

(105 words)
% The pen partly broken=Though the pen is partly broken (37 )i
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The woman is crying bitterly because she has just killed her husband. She
is feeling strong emotions because she has done something so terrible to a man
she loved so much. She discovered some time ago that he was a criminal who was
selling illegal drugs. She begged him to stop, but he refused. She let him
continue because of her love for him, but recently some children died after
taking drugs he sold to them. She realized she had no choice. She bought some
poison and put it in his food, and now he is dead. She is very sad that she
will never be with him again, but knows that she did the right thing.
(117words)

(B ATk - fiwEH 2]

A man is lying dead on the bed. A woman, who is his wife, has just come out
of the bedroom. She is crying, leaning against the open door, her left hand
covering her face. Her husband suffered from heart disease and his doctor had
ordered him repeatedly to quit drinking. However, he never did. Last night,
as usual, he went to his favorite bar and drank too much expensive wine. He
returned home late and went to bed without changing into his pajamas. He was
struck by a heart attack as he slept. After sunrise, his wife entered the room
and found him dead. The lesson here: good wine does not make good blood.

(115 words)

[ BTkt - fiwdHi]

I believe that the creator of this painting wanted to emphasize the horror
of the Great Plague of London in the seventeenth century by showing its effect
on ordinary people. In the foreground, a woman in her late twenties is crying
and holding on to a door handle to keep herself from falling. She is dressed
in a plain skirt and blouse. She is not wearing any jewelry — not even a
wedding ring. Behind her, in the bedroom, her husband is lying dead on a bed.
There are no paintings on the walls here, and there is no carpet on the floor.
His wife placed a blanket around the man’s shoulders, but he has pushed it
away. It is an effective way of showing the discomfort he felt before dying.
(129words)
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This is a picture of a young lady who has discovered that her husband has
died in his sleep. She was away all night with her friends at a party enjoying
herself and only got back home a few minutes ago. She went to his bedroom to
wake up her husband, but noticed that he wasn’'t breathing. At first she could
not believe it and tried to shake him awake, but then realized that he was
indeed dead. Now she thinks it was her fault, and that she should not have
spent so much time at the party with her friends. She is thinking about how
to explain to her husband’ s parents that their dear son has died. (118 words)
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When someone creates something, he or she must have some motive to do so.
It may be instinctive, for example, when he or she makes a picture of a
beautiful flower, lovely baby, or cute puppy. However, this picture is
different, for it depicts an apparently tragic scene. A man lying in the bed
seems dead, and a woman outside the bedroom is crying. At first sight, this
painting seems realistic, but it is not. What exactly the man wears is hard
to discern/know. The shadow of the woman on the door is, in practice,
impossible. This work may be so-called artwork, but then, what motivation
inspired the painter to create this painting? What appeal did he want to make
to us? That is invisible. (125 words)
s*kartwork: uncountable

X3 OL BRI OWTOREEZIY BV, KT & PR SEER DRSS %4
LT &M Z iz,

—EEER, FRELTIoDT—<ohins | 22 ESNFAER->T&l, 2h
WEERRHGEORK & LEARTUSTEBIR I ZEE OB DI WREIEh 6 22 Wk 5 T
XTHbB, AV bDHBZEFEELROD, FHEONEEEYIITS 2 &ldsn
DIZA D D

Lo ZDEED LI, TXRTOEGEILIC LB 0T A M2 s &, fah
FRE Lizv, W] % ILHERATHWE DD, THZbhE DEREDEL 7
WA 7 Z P RIRPEHEEIZOWT, NENICTEREDEWIEEZHS 2 L2KkD5H 2
LAWK, BEDH 5, KFFRIKOREO—il% HIZ ) BbI 5% 27300,
fEl, AR T2 B TONUIRL, BAldd < £ TcHIGERILE LTk
DNL>TWBEDEIDIFOWTIREINS L b s, €575 L, BFFHIZHD >
ZBGh - #5555 - 2D by 72 2% 9 T LT, HATIOROmEEH WS NLE
WH5HDNE D D,

016D HGEDREIIAAE LTHR DG TH Y, BFEEEL L3t 7 —il
BLNILTH S (2 £ 78R LEEWDY) . AR OMMIZEEEN S 612
W4 e xz, COMOPEIEE LW 0D, BMEENS S %E 2V, KE
DRFRICHIE RN TWS EBD, AARICERS T, MREZID & R n &
WEBEL TW5, KFOBMEWDBBE NDBEDHN AN KFIZETHRATHSZ &
PR THNITENTH S,



