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Napoleon Bonaparte* once described Britain as “a nation of shopkeepers,” but
since the 1960s the traditional corner shop has been slowly disappearing. The
neighbourhood corner shop used to sell everything a housewife needed and the
shopkeeper was an important person in the local community. The shop itself was
a focus of community life, a place to chat as well as shop, in the days when
the British people knew their local baker, local grocer and local butcher
personally. So what happened to the corner shop?

Shopping patterns changed dramatically in the 1970s and 1980s and the
customers changed too. This change has been called the "High Street
Revolution.” Shops began to get bigger and the owners opened more branches in
different towns, each branch selling the same goods and offering cheaper
prices than the local corner shop. The smaller shops closed as these large
“chains’ of shops took over, Customers liked the chains as they were
self-service, offered a wider range of goods and introduced credit cards for
customers. People in Britain now like shopping at a "name’ they know, because
they can be sure of the quality.

The very large retailers have such an enormous number of stores that they
are called multiple retailers. During the *economic boom’ of the 1980s the
multiple retailers developed superstores, offering an even wider choice of
goods at even cheaper prices, on the edge of towns where giant shopping
complexes* often grew up around them.

Now that most British people are car-owners they are prepared to travel
further to shop, and like the choice offered by big stores. Most people are
now paid monthly and prefer to buy in bulk (large quantities) once a month.
The self-service and late-night shopping at superstores is convenient for the
many women who work during the week. The corner shop is now empty during the
day and people tend to use their local shops only in emergencies, if they
have ’ forgotten’ to buy something.

Corner shops are no longer profitable in the face of competition from the
“gilants.” Britain could now be described as a nation of multiple retailers
(some with over 200 stores nationwide). Who could hope to survive and compete
against their computerized distribution systems, enormous choice and cheap
prices? Supporters of the corner shop say they prefer to pay higher prices
because they get a friendlier and more personal service. Others shop there
because they have no choice — the elderly or disabled, people without cars
and young mothers with small children for whom a trip to a superstore would
take a lot of planning and effort — but they are in the minority.
Unfortunately for small shopkeepers, the majority of customers prefer speed
and choice to the personal service of their local shop. (20014 Higk-ik)

#Napoleon Bonaparte: + LA 1 {#(1769~1821)

*shopping complex: Y avbEV7 -t ¥ —

M1 XD corner shop’ DA E L Cix b b DITENTI D,
(@) a shop in a building with four corners
(b) a shop on the corner of a street
(c) a shop that was an important part of the life of the neighbourhood
(d) a specialist shop that sold corn
12 “High Street Revolution’ IZDOWTEFOHIHESEHLAZVWHDITENTT D,
(@) "Chains’ of shops became more important.
(b) The new shops were more expensive than the corner shops.
(c) Owners began to open shops in different towns.
(d) The size of shops started to increase.
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fi13 " chain shops’ I[ZDWTEEFEDEZ LEHLALVLLDIFENTT D,
(@) customers liked them because the staff were friendlier.
(b) customers liked them because they could help themselves to goods from
the shelves.
(c) customers liked them because they did not have to use cash to pay for
goods.
(d) customers liked them because they offered more choice.
14 " People in Britain now like shopping at a “name” they know DEKIZH b
HENHDIFENTT D,
(a) people in Britain now like shopping at a shop advertised by a famous
person whose name they recognize.
(b) people in Britain now like shopping at a shop where they know the name
of the manager.
(c) people in Britain now like shopping at a shop where they know the names
of the products.
(d) people in Britain now like shopping at a shop whose name is known
nationwide.
15 ’large retailers’ 7' "multiple retailers’ EFHINAPEHITRODENTT D,
(@) They are used by many different customers.
(b) They offer a very wide choice of products.
(c) They own many stores.
(d) They sell a very large quantity of products.
16 ’superstores (ZDOWTHEHEDHHEGHLAEVWLDIEXENTT D,
(a) They appeared in the 1980s.
(b) They are not located in the center of towns.
(c) They are often located in the same place as many other shops.
(d) They are well served by public transport.
97 *superstores [COWTCEEDHHEGH LZWHDIZENTTH,
(a) Many people don’t mind travelling a long way to them.
(b) Many people go to them every day.
(c) Many people prefer the wide range of goods they offer.
(d) Many women like to do their shopping at them after work.
i1 8 ’corner shops’ Z#H|H I B ANLDEIZVWAHAE L CHEYITRVWHDIFENT
ERON
(a) corner shops stay open longer than superstores.
(b) It is difficult for them to travel to superstores.
(c) They have remembered something that they need to buy quickly.
(d) They think the service is better than in superstores.
M9 FEHEOBROEWE L bt EEbnsbnidENTID,
(@) The corner shop has never been important in Britain.
(b) The corner shop is just as important in Britain today as it was in the
1960s.
(c) The corner shop is less important in Britain today than it was in the
1960s.
(d) The corner shop is more important in Britain today than it was in the
1960s.
10 AXOFEE L TiRb#EY)EEbNs bDiTENTI D,
(@) The Crisis of City life (b) The Death of the Corner Shop
(c) The Emergence of the Supermarket (d) A Nation of Shopkeepers
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Read this passage and answer the questions below. (%3 AD BEG - £5%)

All that we can say with certainty about this life is that each of us is born
to die. When, where, or how our journey will end we cannot say — even this
one certainty is covered in uncertainty — but we are all travelers on the road
to death. And yet, how many of us live with this ultimate destination firmly
in sight? We create routines to rule our lives, (1)to give them a surface
permanence. We get up, wash and eat at regular times each day; we dress
according to a certain style; we move around with a particular circle of
friends. Each of us creates a pattern of existence, however fragile, which
gives our finite lives an appearance of infinity.

We do not deny that death occurs. On the contrary, we are eager to read about
it in novels or watch it in films, where it can be experienced at a safe
distance. We can even stand real deaths, as long as they are far enough away
to remain safely confined to newspaper photographs or the television news. In
fact the more we see, ( 2 ); the greater the number of deaths, the more likely
they are to become faceless statistics. As human beings, we are so
self-centered that one death which touches us personally — even the thought
that someone whom we love might die — upsets us more deeply than the deaths
of any number of people whom we do not know.

Death is something which happens to ( 3 ). As long as this is so, we can
deny its reality, ignore the fact that (4)we too are candidates. When ‘a loved
one’ does die, we try to avoid any mention of death, but talk of their ‘passing
away or ‘going to a better place’. Such deaths are surrounded by solemn
ceremonies, patterns of routine for the event which threatens to make a mockery
of all our routines.

In the countries of the developed world, where child mortality rates are low
and (5)life expectancy is high, we try to avoid all contact with death in the
flesh. While old age is celebrated in traditional societies, and the elderly
treated with respect, we consider old age to be a social problem and think of
the old with pity and horror. Worshipping youth, we search for ways to remain
young, hiding our wrinkles with face-lifts or make-up, and disguising the
color of our graying hair. The dying are shut away in hospitals so that (6)few
experience death at close hand. The only dead body I have ever seen belonged
to my father, and even that | saw — and touched — only by choice.

(Partly adapted.)

(1) What does the part underlined at (1) really mean?
1. to keep them from falling apart
2. to show how long they will last
3. to stop them from changing on the outside
4. to make it seem as though they will last forever

(2) Fill in ( 2 ) by choosing the most appropriate words from those below.
1. the greater our curiosity
2. the less we feel
3. the less we can ignore
4. the more excited we become

(3) Fill in ( 3 ) by choosing the most appropriate word or words from those
below.
1. everybody 2. nobody 3. other people 4. us

(4) What is the real meaning of the part underlined at (4)? Write your answer
in Japanese. (152LIN)
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What does the part underlined at (5) really mean?
people expect a lot from life

people expect to live a long time

people expect to die at any moment

people spend their lives expecting to die

i ol ol

What does the part underlined at (6) really mean?
few people die among their relatives

few people die with someone holding their hand

few people have personal knowledge of death

few people hold hands with the dying

i ol ol

(7)  Which three statements most closely reflect the writer’s views as they
are given in the text?

Death is without mystery.

It is better to be young than old.

Death threatens to reveal the emptiness of our everyday lives.

We should not watch so much death on television.

We are both fascinated and repelled by death.

We fear the old because they remind us of death.

. People should die in hospital because that is where they will receive the

best care.
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Man, even in the lower stages of development, possesses a faculty which, for
want of a better name, | shall call Number Sense. This faculty permits him to
recognize that something has changed in a (1) collection when, without his
direct knowledge, an object has been removed from or added to the collection.

Number sense should not be confused with counting, which probably comes at
a much later stage, and involves, as we shall see, a rather intricate mental
process. So far as we know, counting is an attribute exclusively human, whereas
some brute species seem to possess an elementary number sense akin to our own.
At least, such is the opinion of competent observers of animal behavior, and
the theory is supported by abundant evidence.

Many birds, for instance, possess such a number sense. If a nest contains
four eggs [ a ] can safely be taken, but when two are removed the bird
generally deserts. In some ( 2 ) way the bird can distinguish two from three.
But this faculty is by no means confined to birds.

To give another example, a landowner was determined to shoot a crow which
made its nest in the watchtower of his estate. Repeatedly he had tried to
surprise the bird, but in vain: at the approach of a man the crow would leave
its nest. From a distant tree it would watchfully wait until the man had left
the tower and then return to its nest. One day the landowner hit upon a (3 ):
two men entered the tower — one remained within, the other came out and went
on. But the bird was not deceived: it kept away until the man within came out.
The experiment was repeated on the succeeding days with two, three, then four
men, yet without ( 4 ). Finally, five men were sent: as before, all entered
the tower, and one remained while the other four came out and went away. Here
the crow lost count. Unable to distinguish between four and five it promptly
returned to its nest. [R5 H]

A XHOTHEEB) & Q) #HAZEITRLZ X W,
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BRI,

(1) a. big b. proud c. rich d. scarce e. small

(2) a. devoted b. ridiculous c. stupid
d. unaccountable e. wonderful

(3) a. crow b. job c. nest d. shooting e. trick

(4) a. adventure b. crow c. five d. sense e. success
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If we accept that we cannot prevent science and technology from changing our
world, we can at least try to ensure that the changes they make are in the right
directions. In a democratic society, this means that the public needs to have
a basic understanding of science, so that it can make informed decisions and
not leave them in the hands of experts. At the moment, the public has a rather
(1) ambivalent attitude toward science. It has come to expect the steady
increase in the standard of living that new developments in science and
technology have brought to continue, but it also distrusts science because it
doesn’ t understand it. This distrust is evident in the cartoon figure of the
mad scientist working in his laboratory to produce a Frankenstein. But the
public also has a great interest in science, as is shown by the large audiences
for science fiction.

What can be done to harness this interest and give the public the scientific
background it needs to make informed decisions on subjects like acid rain, the
greenhouse effect, nuclear weapons, and genetic engineering? Clearly, the
basis must ( a ) in what is taught in schools. But in schools science is
often presented in a dry and uninteresting manner. Children must learn it by
rote to pass examination, and they don’ t see its relevance to the world around
them. Moreover, science is often taught in terms of equations. Although
equations are a concise and accurate way of describing mathematical ideas,
they (A) [fraitn] most people.

Scientists and engineers tend to express their ideas in the form of equations
because they need to know the precise value of quantities. But for the rest
of us, (2)a qualitative grasp of scientific concepts is sufficient, and this
can be conveyed by words and diagrams, without the use of equations.

The science people learn in school can provide the basic framework. But the
rate of scientific progress is now so rapid that there are always new
developments that have occurred since one was at school or university. | never
learned about molecular biology or transistors at school, but genetic
engineering and computers are ( b ) of the developments most likely to
change the way we live in the future. Popular books and magazine articles about
science can help to (3)put across new developments, but even the most
successful popular book is read by only a small proportion of the population.
There are some very good science programs on TV, but others present scientific
wonders simply as magic, without explaining them or showing how they fit into
the framework of scientific ideas. Producers of television science programs
should realize that they have a responsibility to educate the public, not just
entertain it.

What are the science-related issues that the public will have to make
decisions on in the near future? By far the most urgent is that of nuclear
weapons. Other global problems, such as food supply or the greenhouse effect,
are relatively slow-acting, but a nuclear war could mean the end of all human
life on earth within days. The relaxation of East-West tensions has meant that
the fear of nuclear war has receded from public consciousness. But the danger
is still there ( ¢ ) there are enough weapons to kill the entire population
of the world many times over. Nuclear weapons are still poised to strike all
the major cities in the Northern Hemisphere. It would only take a computer
error to trigger a global war.

If we manage to avoid a nuclear war, there are still other dangers that could
destroy us all. There’s a sick joke that the reason we have not been contacted
by an alien civilization is that civilizations tend to ( d ) themselves when
they reach our stage. But I have sufficient (B) [féi¢] in the good sense of the




public to believe that we might prove this wrong.
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In modern societies, we say (1 ). We tell children that the only correct
attitude is to disregard racial differences completely. At the same time, we
add that we are proud of being Chinese or South Asian or Irish or
African-American or whatever. But we are lying. | spend most of my time in
Asia, and our comic books — which surely encapsulate¥ some of our favorite
dreams and fantasies — reveal what we really think on the subject: Caucasians
are superior, and we want to be like them.

Ouch! No! This cannot be true. It would be too painful. But let me show you
the evidence. Every comic on the newsstand outside my office in Hong Kong
depicts heroes with round eyes, straight European noses and fair hair. Not a
single one of the 17 publications for sale features a hero or heroine with
Chinese features. No character has straight black hair, narrow eyes or
small, flat noses like the ones my children have. Hong Kong comic book heroes
are incontrovertibly* and without exception, Caucasian.

In Tokyo, similar rules hold true. Comic heroes are tall, round-eyed,
straight-nosed and often blond. Japanese artists frequently draw eyes as oval
orbs* with the upright measurement exceeding the horizontal measurement, and
they often ink in only the bridge of the nose, ignoring the nostrils. These
techniques make the faces as Caucasian as possible.

The comic-book racial differences between South Asians and Caucasians are
more subtle, but artists still make the necessary adjustments. ( 5—A ) in
South Asian comics — or in the movies — will you find dark brown skin or the
big, expressive Indian nose. (5—B ), the heroes and heroines have small noses
and pink skin.

[ am ( 6 ) suggesting that this is a form of conscious racism forced upon
us by Caucasians. We do it to ourselves, and we do it unconsciously.

Many of Walt Disney’ s films have been applauded for their entertaining
stories and appealing music. But that’s not why I'm clapping. | cheer because
Aladdin has a big, hooked nose — a truly mighty Middle Eastern honker%*, Iike
some of my Arab friends. His girl, Princess Jasmine, also sports a sizable
schnozzle*. In The Lion King, set in Africa, Mufasa has wide, flared nostrils
and a hot chocolate voice.

Contemplating this issue has led me to consider a question other Asians may
already have asked themselves: All things being equal, would I prefer to be
Caucasian? Yes, [ reply, shocking myself. All men want to be heroes. All heroes
are Caucasian. End of argument.

In the meantime, my five-year-old is progressing well with his reading. The
other day, | laid a bunch of comic books from around the world in front of him
and asked which character he most identified with. He chose a talking beetle
called Dim, from A Bug’s Life, "because he has blue skin and six legs.” But
that’s a kid for you. (9)Long may he remain racially color-blind.

Notes #*encapsulate: to express the main points or ideas of something in a

short form or a small space *oval orbs: SHEDIR (BK)
¥incontrovertible: impossible to dispute
thonker, schnozzle: slang expression for nose
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