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One of the first mysteries humans tried to solve was the meaning of the
constant beat of their own hearts. That they were not stupid was soon evident,
( 1 ) by 2000 BC some had worked out that it was the pump that circulated
blood ( 2 ) their bodies. But this was understood only in China, where the
"Medicine Book of The Yellow Emperor” was sophisticated ( 3 ) to distinguish
between twenty-eight different kinds of pulse. Unfortunately, these ideas
remained known only ( 4 ) the people who practiced traditional Chinese
medicine and did not stir curiosity among people more widely.

Though people are not stupid, they ( 5 ) have tended to be stubbornly
attached to their old ideas, ( 6 ) because of fear of the unfamiliar, but
because an old idea is part of a system of thought, which is like a cobweb:
every part sustains ( 7 ) and once you are in such a web, you ( 8 ) escape.
China's discovery was ignored by the rest of the world, which was tied up in
other cobwebs and ( 9 ) to believe different stories about what the heart
did. Both Christians and Muslims, for example, remained ( 10 ) in a cobweb
of ideas spun by Galen, who taught that the heart was not a pump but ( 11 )
fireplace, producing the body s heat. Galen’s textbooks were memorized by
virtually ( 12 ) doctors in the West and Middle East for about a thousand
years, and nothing they saw in their patients could stir their curiosity about
a different explanation. The ( 13 ) for this was that Galen s ideas formed
a coherent whole. Galen s mistakes survived though he taught that ( 14 )
should not slavishly believe ancient books. ( 15 ) his followers listened
to him more carefully, they would not have been paralyzed by his ideas.

(Partly adapted.)
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(1) a. because b. early c. if d. so

(2) a. about b. all c. of d. through

(3) a. advice b. enough c. such d. so

(4) a. among b. because c. for d. within

() a. never b. once c. seldom d. usually

6) a. away b. mostly c. not just d. partly

(7) a. every other b. itself c. more d. some

(8) a. cannot b. should not c¢. had better d. don’t want to
9) a. admitted b. continued  c. had d. rejected
(10) a. afraid b. at last c. caught d. still

(11) a. a sort of b. also a c. burning a  d. somewhere a
(12) a. all b. experienced c. most d. the earliest
(13) a. belief b. reason c. effect d. purpose

(14) a. Chinese b. one c. patients d. those

(15) a. Even if b. Had c. If d. Until
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"Nothing is staler than yesterday' s news” is perhaps an old saying, but one
that contains a great deal of truth. Even a newspaper reporter will usually
admit that his/her writing is essentially temporary. Except for an occasional
prize-winning story, a news story is read for the facts it contains on a
certain day. By the next day the facts have changed, and the original story
has lost its relation to them. So a reporter’s or an editor’s prime concern
is to present facts in the most clear, concise, and readable fashion possible
(1) without much of an eye to literary merit. The AP, ¥ for instance, at one time
had a standing rule that no story could contain more than an average of
nineteen words per sentence; that no paragraph could contain more than three
sentences; that, in general, all polysyllabic words (2)were to be avoided when
a monosyllable would express the sense as well. As a matter of fact, almost
all newspapers, with one or two notable exceptions, are written (3)with a
sixth-grade readership level in mind. All of this is not calculated as an
affront to the intelligence of the reader, but simply as the newspapers’ (4)way
of meeting an existing demand. Since a newspaper, by its very nature, is doomed
to be read in a scanning, hasty way, it is written to accommodate such a
reading.

Since the newspapers are trying to accommodate you, take thorough advantage
of the journalistic style. Scan the headlines to pick out the articles that
interest you most. Then, when you read the articles themselves, keep the
inverted-pyramid style of presentation in mind, and (5)adjust your reading
rate accordingly. Inverted-pyramid style simply means that all the important
facts will be presented in the first paragraph or two, and that each succeeding
paragraph will be of progressively less importance. The inverted-pyramid is
a style peculiar to newspapers and stems from the fact that a reporter writing
for a news service has no idea where the various editors will cut his/her story
to fit their papers. (6)Thus, he/she writes his/her stories so that no matter
how much is cut off the bottom of the column, the facts will still be there
and will still make sense.
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When strangers meet they often have to decide where to sit or stand in
relation to each other. This is not something that they need to discuss, nor
is it something they need to consider consciously — they don’ t, for example,
have to ask themselves whether they should try to be friendly and stand close,
or be formal and keep their distance. They simply assume a distance that "feels
right” in those circumstances. (A)What feels right to people depends to a very
large extent on the culture to which they belong. When two individuals are
members of the same culture, the issue of how close they should stand seldom
presents a problem. However, when they are from cultures with different ideas
of proxemics*, all kinds of problems can arise.

European societies can be divided, very roughly, into three geographical
zones, depending on how close people position themselves. The first is what
Desmond Morris* calls the "elbow zone”, where people stand so close that they
can touch each other with their elbows. This zone includes countries like
Spain, France, Italy, Greece and Turkey. The second zone covers most of Eastern
Europe, including countries like Poland, Hungary and Romania. In this zone,
the “wrist zone”, people position themselves so that, if they wanted to, they
could touch each other with their wrist.

Finally there is what Morris calls the "fingertips zone”, which includes
Britain, Belgium, Germany and the Scandinavian countries. In this zone people
like to keep others at arms length, and they are quite content to give up the
opportunity to touch each other.

The most striking thing about these different proxemic zones is the way they
are arranged, with the “elbow zone’ located in the warmest part of Europe,
the " fingertips zone’ in the coolest, and the “wrist zone roughly in between.
There are several possible reasons for this. The first and most obvious
explanation is climate. It is well known that the surrounding temperature
affects people’ s comfort levels and their sense of well-being. The other thing
about a warm climate is that it can affect people’s social habits through the
opportunities that it provides for contact in the open air. All along the
Mediterranean the summers are dry and warm, and even the winter days can be
fairly nice. This enables people to spend much more time talking to each other
out of doors. (B)It is quite possible that these frequent contacts tie people
closer together, and that this in turn encourages them to stand and sit much
closer to each other.

(£) proxemics: ADMIE & DT L T 572

Desmond Morris: B (N ?) 178) Y&
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(1) When strangers meet, they
1. consciously avoid touching each other.
2. unconsciously keep a proper distance with each other.
3. have to ask themselves how to treat each other.
4. try to take a friendly attitude toward each other.
(2) People from different cultures
1. have to discuss whether they should try to be friendly or not.
2. are more likely to become friends than those of the same culture.
3. are often troubled with the problem of how to receive each other.
4. have no less problems than those the people of the same culture have.
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(3) People in the ’fingertips zone’ than those in the
“wrist zone’.

1. are more reluctant to be in close contact with others

2. aremore likely to find it comfortable to be in close contact with others
3. have closer relation to those in the "elbow zone’

4. are more content to take the opportunity to touch each other

(4) From the fact that the “elbow zone’ is located in the warmest part of

Europe, it can be said that
1. climate has no influence on people’ s sense of intimacy.
2. high temperature often makes people feel disgusted with each other.
3. a cool climate has more influence on people’s sense of intimacy than a
warm climate.

a warm climate can make people comfortable and happy.

The climate of the Mediterranean countries

keeps people from frequent contact with each other.

is too dry and warm for people to talk to each other out of doors.

provides people with a lot of social opportunities.

tends to loosen the ties between people.
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The most famous case of an animal said to be capable of counting is that of
a horse in Germany which was called Clever Hans. The events occurred at the
beginning of the 19th century. The horse’ s owner believed that animals could
think and reason as we can and that this faculty could be brought out by
training the animals. He trained Clever Hans to give the answers to problems
of arithmetic; the horse gave the correct answer by tapping the right number
of times with its forefoot. Clever Hans was taught to tap units* with one
forefoot and tens with the other. The animal gave the correct answers; not only
to additions but to other processes of arithmetic. It gave the right answers
too when the questions were not spoken but shown to it written on a card.

This case was so much talked about in the newspapers that a committee of
scientists was formed to investigate the astonishing powers of the horse. The
committee, after a careful investigation, found that the owner and trainer of
Clever Hans was an honest man, that he had not purposely trained his horse to
stop tapping and so to give a correct answer, by giving it a slight hint, as
is done with performing circus animals. The absence of any such trickery was
proved by the fact that members of the committee themselves got the right
answers from Hans even when the owner was not present.

It looked as if the horse really could think and count. But soon after this
another scientist discovered what really was the truth of the matter. He found
that if the horse was asked questions to which none of the people present knew
the answers, then the animal never gave a correct answer. It could not even
answer the simplest question. The questions were asked by showing the horse
a card which the questioner himself had not read. This biologist soon
discovered that, when the horse gave correct answers, what really occurred was
this: the horse responded to very slight movements of head or body made by a
questioner who knew the answer. These movements were quite unconscious, and
the questioner did not know that he made them. But the questioner, of course,
was aware of the number of taps that the horse should make. He counted the taps
to himself, and when the horse arrived at the right number, the questioner’s
tension would be relieved by a very slight, unconscious movement of his head
or body. It was to this movement that the horse responded by stopping the
tapping of its foot. Questioners who did not know the answer made no such
movements, so the horse was confused. The horse had really taught itself to
answer these very small movements during its training; it was always trained
to try its best by rewards of corn or sugar.

(#) unit: any whole number less than 10

I. The owner taught Hans to count with its forelegs and hind legs.

2. Hans was thought to be able to count and give the right answers whether
the questions were spoken or shown on a card.

3.  The cleverness of Hans was so much talked about that a conmittee, including
its owner and trainer, was formed to investigate the case.

4. 1t was thought that Hans was so clever and so well trained that it could
give the correct answers even when the owner was not present.

5. After various investigations, the committee proved that Hans had no
capacity of counting.

6. The committee proved that there was no such trickery as is done at a
circus.

7. The committee proved that the horse responded to unconscious movements
made by a questioner who knew the answer.
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8. The animal did no more than respond to questioner’ s unconscious movements,
so it could not give correct answers if the questioner himself did not know
the correct answers.

9. When the questioner counted the taps to himself, Hans never gave correct
answers.

10. Hans did not think or count but tapped on the ground trying to get food
that it liked very much.
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l. B—E¥% 6~ 717D the horse gave the correct answer by tapping the right
number of times with its forefoot.

3. PR 1~ 217D a committee of scientists was formed to investigate the
astonishing powers of the horse

5, P=Fk¥% 1 ~ 247D But soon after this another scientist discovered what
really was the truth of the matter. (¢ <%
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9. =% 11~1517D He counted the taps to himself, and when the horse
arrived at the right number, the questioner’s tension would be relieved by
a very slight, unconscious movement of his head or body. It was to this
movement that the horse responded by stopping the tapping of its foot.
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When [ open my eyes in the morning, [ take it (1) granted that I am looking
at the same world that you see when you open your eyes. ( 2 ) the whole, this
is probably a fair assumption. But it can blind me to some important
differences between myself and my fellow human beings.

When Charles Darwin arrived in Tierra del Fuego* on the Beagle* in December
1832, he was greatly surprised to see that the natives were such excellent
mimics. Although they knew no English, they could repeat a whole sentence with
a good English accent. Moreover, they could join in sea chanteys% as they sat
round the fire with the crew of the Beagle, by the simple means ( 3 ) repeating
each word a moment after the English sailors had sung it. Darwin was
puzzled. "How can this faculty be explained?” he asked. "Is it a consequence
of the more practiced habits of perception and keener senses, common to all
men in a savage state, (a)as compared with those long civilized?”

He is on the right track; but his essentially English habits of thought make
him incapable of going to the heart of the matter. But a later zoologist, Lyall
Watson, understood it:

A pygmy from the dense forests, where it is never possible to see very far,

is astonished by the tiny antelope he sees in the distance when taken out

to the plain for the first time. In the perpetual gloom of the forest floor,
sound is more important than sight, and the pygmy s experience is arranged
in a different kind of sense life. His is a separate reality.

( 4) other words, the pygmy’ s culture is auditory, not visual. In our
culture, sight is more important than sound; a city dweller hardly notices the
continuous flood of sound that strikes his ears, but he has to notice buses
and cars because they may run him down. The primitive has to pay the same
attention to sounds, because they may indicate the presence of a dangerous wild
animal or an enemy. (b) If Darwin could have got inside the head of a Tierra
del Fuegan, ¥ he would probably have felt as confused as if he was looking
through the eyes of a Martian. %

We tend to be blind to things that do not interest us; they are simply "not
there.” And since each of us is interested in different things, each sees a
different world. A man sitting on a bus or train thinks he is surrounded by
other members of the same species: in fact, he is among Martians, Tierra del
Fuegans, and a dozen other strange tribes. (Partly adapted.)

(##) Tierra del Fuego: 7 = 3 (FEKmuiDEE)

the Beagle: ¥ —7 4 VHESTZHOZET  sea chantey: AKX
Tierra del Fuegan: 7 = JEM{FR  Martian: XJEA
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(1) when they are compared with the habits of perception and senses which
have been long civilized.
(2) because they are compared with the habits of perception and senses which
have been long civilized.
(3) when they are compared with men who have been long civilized.
(4) because they are compared with men who have been long civilized.
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(1) The natives of Tierra del Fuego are excellent speakers of English.



(2) A pygmy is more sensitive to sound than to sight.

(3) A city dweller must pay attention to sounds more than anything else so
that cars and buses may not run him down.

(4)  Our prejudice against primitive culture prevents us from understanding
it.

(5)  Our interest in things decisively influences the way of our understand-
ing the world around us.

(6) Charles Darwin expected that Tierra dell Fuegans could sing the sea
chanteys as beautifully as the English sailors.

(7) Civilized people have a better eyesight than primitive people.

(8) A man sitting next to you on a train has as strange a way of perceptions
as Martian’s.
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