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Read the following article, and answer the questions as indicated.

"Unnecessary and Inefficient: the National Minimum Wage” by Marc Etfoasses

(2013) (3 SA 2017 BEHE - 55
(D The idea of setting minimum wages has been around for hundreds of years.
During that time minimum wages seem to have had little or no effect on poverty
rates or global inequality. Our societies today are more unequal than ever.
Poverty is a relative, not [ 1 ] concept, and along with inequality, poverty
has actually grown too. Creating state regulations about pay will not make
matters better. It will make them worse.
@ The main problem with national minimum wage legislation is obvious: it
needlessly prevents free market competition. Wages follow the laws of supply
and demand, and vary naturally according to the availability and skills of the
workers and general market conditions. Creating artificial barriers cannot be
the right way to address the issue of cheap labor. Small businessess [ A ] the
heart of most flourishing economies. Yet no one is more affected than small
businesses and particularly start-ups. These organizations often need to take
advantage of cheap labor, particularly in the early stages of development.
Many of today s corporate giants [ B ] small. Yet how many might have
collapsed, had early labor costs been too high?
@ Bureaucracy is never the solution to any business problem. Most able
employers can easily find ways to evade the effects of minimum wage laws. They
can cut worker hours or hire more workers part-time; they can reduce the number
of staff or worker benefits. Employment contracts which guarantee no minimum
working hours have become shockingly common in the UK since the National
Minimum Wage was re-introduced in 1998. The only certain result of such
legislation is a boost to the "black economy”— the informal, cash economy in
which neither employer nor employee pays tax. That cannot be a desirable
outcome. [ 3]
@ Furthermore, it is obvious that introducing such schemes can only result
in inflation. Many firms who refuse to cut employee hours [ 4 ] do nothing but
raise prices eventually. This feeds into the wider economy. One UK study in
2009 found that prices in the minimum wage sectors rose significantly faster
in the four years following the minimum wage legislation.
© Unemployment is no longer said to be a direct consequence of establishing
a minimum wage. But in the UK, where a new National Living Wage is scheduled
to be gradually introduced by 2020, even supporters of the legislation
acknowledge that over 60, 000 jobs will be lost. These job losses may involve
the sole earners for many families, so the numbers affected will be far
greater. It is [ b ] a co-incidence that France, which has one of the highest
minimum wages (60% of the median wage for adults), has also very high rates
of youth unemployment — over 25% in 2013 for those aged between 15 and 24.
® [ 6] would argue that creating a national minimum wage will somehow
miraculously revive the struggling economies in our rural areas. True, an
increased circulation of cash in these regions would help. However, this
measure alone will not prevent migration to the cities. In any case, these
areas may well be attractive to investors for different, more compelling
reasons, including land availability and cheap rents. Nations will always have
areas which lag behind economically and this cannot be magically changed by
legislation. Remote islands and mountain areas have their own special set of
economic advantages and disadvantages. The national wage [ 7 ] these, for no
special economic reason, and only marginal gain.
@ Worst of all is the realization that national minimum wage laws are never
entirely fair. With jobs now so hard to find, the lowest-skilled workers
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usually suffer unemployment the most. Among this group are many young people,
who need job experience to gain skills in the first place. Indeed, increased
minimum wages may cause employers to discriminate at least temporarily on the
basis of gender and race. Finally, where more than one person in a well-off
family receives a minimum wage, the point is lost entirely. Without background
checks, it is likely that many minimum-wage jobs will fall to those for whom
the minimum wage was not intended. [ 8 ]

Everybody shares the goal of a fairer society. However, we should be
cautious before applying a measure which can never be truly fair. Minimum wages
will produce economic distortions, will slow the economy in general and will
cause inflation. We should treat the idea with considerable skepticism. There
are alternatives: tax reductions for poorer households, stronger labor unions,

and better support for education. It is in these areas that progress should
be made. [10]

Answer the questions [1]-[10] as indicated.
1. Which of the following would best fill the gap at [1] in Paragraph (1?
1. a concrete 2. a familiar 3. an absolute 4. a theoretical
2. Which of the following word combinations would best fill the gaps at [A]
and [B] in Paragraph @?
[A] (B]

1. consist of set in
2. consist of started out
3. makeup set in
4. make up started out

3. Which of the following best expresses the main idea of Paragraph 3?
1. Business becomes weakened by government regulations.
2. Companies will always find ways to avoid restrictive regulations.
3. Employment contracts are the main solution to minimum wage problems.
4. The black economy gives a tax-free advantage to small companies.

4. Which of the following would NOT fill the gap at [4] in Paragraph @?

l. can 2. may 3. must 4, will

5. Which of the following would best fill the gap at [5] in Paragraph ©?
1. actually 2. hardly 3. merely 4. only

6. Which of the following would best fill the gap at [6] in Paragraph ©?
1. Anyone 2. Few 3. No one 4. Some

7. Which of the following best fills the gap at [7] in Paragraph ©?
1. had ignored 2. ignores 3. should ignore 4. would ignore

8. Which of the following best summarizes the author’s main argument about

wage legislation in Paragraph @)?

1. It cannot help but ignore women and young people who need jobs.

2. It discourages the least skilled workers, who would need to improve to
qual ify.

3. It is difficult to make employers maintain the pay level demanded by law.
4. It is unfair to those groups in society who need help the most.

9. The following four words all appear in the article. When pronounced, which
one of them has a different stress (7 7+t ) pattern from the others?
1. consequence 2. inflation 3. obvious 4. skepticism

10. Based on the whole article, with which of the following three statements
(A, B, C) would the author most likely agree?

A. Governments need to regulate the labor market.

B. Inequalities can be addressed by adopting clear national standards.
C. We should trust market forces to set an appropriate wage level.

1. A only. 2. B only. 3. C only. 4, A and B.

5. A and C. 6. B and C. 7. All three. 8. None.
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Few animals are as terrifying to humans as sharks. These sharp-toothed
predators haunt the dreams of many a beachgoer and even of those who seldom
visit the shore. However, the numbers show that sharks pose very little threat
to humans. So why are people so afraid of them?

Statistically, you have only about a 1 in 3, 748, 067 chance of dying in a
shark attack, according to the International Shark Attack File of the
University of Florida’ s Museum of Natural History. You face a greater risk from
other beach dangers than you do from sharks. In general, people have a 1 in
1, 134 chance of drowning and a 1 in 13, 729 chance of dying of sun exposure.
In a wider perspective, you are at a much higher risk of dying of heart disease
(1 in 5 chance), of cancer (I in 7 chance), or in a car accident (I in 84
chance) than you are of being the victim of a shark attack. However, these
statistics do not seem to matter to people who fear sharks.

David Ropeik, a specialist in risk perception and risk communication,
mentions ~ (1) two biological truths” about how the brain perceives and responds
to risks. According to his explanation, based on recent brain science
findings, the first of these truths is that humans are biologically so
constructed that their first response to a risk is subconscious and
instinctive. The second truth is that, over time, when they "think” of the risk
at all, humans tend to respond more with feelings than they do with rational
thinking. Instinct and feelings play a vital role, sometimes the primary role,
in how we perceive and respond to risks.

In other words, people tend to feel scared of sharks first and then, if and
when they later begin to consider the actual risk that sharks pose, their
thinking will be strongly affected by fear. People do not start thinking more
rationally about sharks the longer they sit on the beach, pondering the great
body of water before them. In fact, the longer people think about all the
sharks that might be swimming below the surface, the more scared they might
feel.

Various fields of science are revealing that human judgment is not as
rational as it used to be thought. Our brain is ”(2) lazy,” according to
Ropeik. "We have a bunch of mental shortcuts that allow us to judge situations
quickly before we have all the information,” he says. "We make up our mind
quickly, because it’s easier for the brain to do that. It takes calories to
think.”

One of the mental shortcuts is known as the “availability heuristic,” the
brain’s tendency to focus on information that is recent and readily recalled
and available when making a decision. Let us say you watch "Shark Week”
programming and read a few news stories about the recent shark attacks off the
coast of North Carolina before going on a vacation. While there, you might walk
into the water and feel something rub against your leg. “When the availability
heuristic mental shortcut starts, we leap to the conclusion, "Ah, shark!’
without going to the facts,” Ropeik says. “We never get to the other
possibilities because the nature of the brain is to take partial information,
quickly judge whether there may be danger, and then draw quick, protective or
cautionary conclusions before we objectively look at the evidence.”

It is particularly easy for people to jump to conclusions about sharks
because of the specific kind of risk that they pose to humans, says Ropeik.
A risk that results in the horrible death of being eaten alive is scarier than
the risk of being suddenly hit by a car. The hidden nature of a shark attack
also makes it seem more frightening. ”"It’s scary to encounter a risk when you
don’ t know that something is about to happen — like a shark waiting under-
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water where you can’' t see it. Uncertainty makes this risk scary,” Ropeik says.

Most of us have (3)distorted perceptions of risks. Last year, Christopher
Bader and other sociologists conducted a survey in which they asked Americans
to reveal how fearful they felt about specific things. The results showed that
people who reported watching television regularly, including news and crime
shows, were more likely than people who did not watch these programs to think
that the rates of certain crimes — such as serial killings and mass shootings
— had gone up over the past 20 years. In reality, the rates of all these
crimes in the United States have declined in the past two decades.

As they do with crime, people get most of their information about sharks from
(4) the media, which can be a problem, says Bader. He adds that, when one shark
attack occurs, media outlets tend to seize the opportunity to report on other
examples of such attacks. This heightened coverage can give people the
impression that the rate of shark attacks is on the rise, even though it might
not be. Also, Bader’s research has shown that people who think negative
incidents are on the rise are more likely to be afraid that they will be
victims of such incidents.

It is not easy to resist our mental habits and social forces, but it may help
to keep in mind that often there is distance between facts and our fears.

(8 http://www. livescience. com/51579-fear-of-sharks-psychology. html
L O&ZE5IH,. )
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The monkey leaped on the man’s shoulder. The man shuddered, for he knew who
it was.

It was a demon monkey. It was the one he’ d trained to bring him necklaces
from moonlit bedrooms in the big hotels — stolen from women fast asleep.

(1) The monkey dangled before his eyes the largest diamond in the world.

The whole thing began several days previously when all on *Gibraltar went
into an uproar. Gibraltar was visited by royalty, by the queen mother, and the
princess. A battleship brought them and their attendants, and with them the
famous necklace, the largest stone of which was *the Diamond of Hope,” which
the princess was to wear at some great occasion. (There’s a curse on the
necklace, you know, and misfortune had followed it, and come to whoever
possessed it until it became part of the British crown jewels in the middle
of the nineteenth century.)

On the very first night the royal party was in, the monkey returned to his
master with the necklace. (2)The necklace, of course, was valueless. It
couldn’ t possibly be sold. Gibraltar would be swarming with police searching
for it.

The man was annoyed with the monkey, irritated at its genius, and terrified
of being caught by the police with the gems; and besides, although he had no
particular regard for the government, he liked the idea of "the princess” and
wouldn’ t dream of stealing her necklace. So he quickly wrapped it up and
addressed the package to her and dropped it in an ordinary mailbox. He enclosed
a note to her saying something like, “"You really ought to guard this more
careful ly.”

The next night the monkey returned again with the necklace.

This time his note implored her to have the police guard the necklace more
carefully, and he even gave them advice. He advised them to place the necklace
in the center of a cage.

(For a monkey, of course, couldn’t get into a locked cage.)

Then the third night, when this story begins, the monkey again brought the
master the necklace, and fell at his feet, dead. Shot. Very probably the monkey
had been fatally wounded by a guard as he was escaping.

The man shuddered at the diamond, and was not surprised at the death of his
friend.

The first two times it had been like some unusual accident to unexpectedly
discover oneself in possession of part of the British crown jewels! But now...

When he received the gems for the third time the whole thing was plunged into
meaning. It no longer seemed like an accident. He had been given the necklace.
Fate was at work. Now, the necklace was his.

He put it in his pocket.

It never occurred to him to doubt the reality of the curse which accompanied
the diamond, and he accepted his fate with the stone. Quietly and secretly he
buried the animal.

And as he thought about it he was actually a little pleased that he had been
singled out by fate to take the curse off the princess, and the English throne.

He walked down to the shore of the Mediterranean and took off his clothes,
and — having nothing in which to put the necklace, he put it on — dove in,
and swam.

The man was a very good swimmer.

He swam out a mile, took the necklace off and dropped it.

At that moment a smile lit his face as he imagined the thousands of Sherlock
Holmeses searching for it for the next fifty years.




The necklace fell straight down until it got about a hundred feet from the
bottom, where it came to rest on *the dorsal fin of a shark.

The shark had been sleeping, but the necklace woke it, and it turned round
and around wondering what was happening. It decided to go up to investigate.

Meanwhile the man still lazily swam toward shore and he thought of the curse.
The stone would never bring its misfortune to anyone ever again; it was
finished forever, its power over man extinguished for good, buried beneath a
mile of water.

Then he looked over his shoulder and saw the necklace floating a foot above
the water, moving slowly past him.

(The man did not see the shark’s fin, he only saw the necklace glittering
in the moonlight, as if floating in the air, not coming toward him, but moving
past him, now receding into the distance.)

The man immediately realized that one of two things was true. Obviously,
either he was witnessing a miracle, or he was having an illusion.

He decided to find out.

Was it a miracle? or, was it a delusion?

He began to shout and wave his arms and splash, and he began to swim after
the necklace.

And sure enough the necklace stopped and after a moment began to move toward
the man.

The man is swimming toward the necklace. The necklace is moving toward the
man.

That is where the story ends.

(3)However. 1 can’t help noticing, at this moment, that at first glance it
seems inevitable that the shark will devour the man.

But I do not believe that result is as inevitable as it seems at first
glance; that is, | believe there are several reasons, so to speak, for hope.

1. I do not think a shark has ever been approached like this before, that

is, by a man wondering whether the shark is a miraculous manifestation,
or whether it is merely a product of his own imagination. Such a man would
smell different.

2. The man is an animal trainer.

3. (4)The shark is now in possession of the necklace.

() *Gibraltar: Y7 7ILF )L (RRA v EEiiE OEHE O BIEHS )

*the dorsal fin: U
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(@) The royal family of Britain came to Gibraltar by sea.

(b) The curse has not been active since the necklace became part of the
British crown jewels.

(c) The animal trainer was so fond of the idea of "the princess” that he
never dreamed of parting with her necklace which his monkey had brought
to him.

(d) The demon monkey died from a wound he suffered as he crept in.

(e) The animal trainer never believed in the curse of the diamond.

(f) The animal trainer felt a little sorry when he dropped the necklace to
the bottom of the sea.

(g) When the animal trainer saw the necklace which he had dropped floating
above the water, he could only think of two possibilities.
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When you think of intelligence, famous scientists such as Albert Einstein
or Marie Curie may come to mind. Maybe you consider innovators such as Thomas
Edison to be highly intelligent. Or perhaps you feel that famous scholars such
as the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates or his Chinese counterpart Confucius
represent models of intelligence. Certainly, such individuals are considered
intelligent by many because of their talent to solve difficult problems in
science, engineering, and philosophy. But (1)is high-level ability in such
areas all there is to intelligence? A specialist in educational psychology
named Howard Gardner thinks not.

In the 1980s, Gardner proposed the notion of multiple intelligences. Now
widely accepted, this theory suggests that there are actually seven distinct
types of intelligence. For each of us, one of these represents the primary way
that we figure out our world. Gardner and proponents of multiple intelligence
theory argue that the fact that we often think of those being intelligent as
using math, science, or philosophy to understand reality is simply because
those types of thinking have been valued in traditional education. In the "real
world,” however, Gardner’s intelligences are what people actually use on a
daily basis.

The multiple intelligences proposed by Gardner are Visual-Spatial
Intelligence, Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence, Musical Intelligence,
Interpersonal Intelligence, Intrapersonal Intelligence, Linguistic
Intelligence, and Logical-Mathematical Intelligence. People figure out their
world in different ways depending upon which of these forms of intelligence
is strongest for them.

Those for whom Visual-Spatial Intelligence is dominant prefer to use their
sense of sight. They might tackle a complex problem by creating a diagram or
a table. A person with high Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence is good at
movement. They might study by writing vocabulary words or mathematical
formulas to be memorized again and again. (77) People with Musical
Intelligence are not simply good at singing, playing an instrument, or
composing songs, but they might memorize new English vocabulary by repeating
the words out loud and by focusing on the rhythm of the language.

The next two types are described by the difference between the prefixes
"inter” and "intra.” The first means “between two or more things” while the
second means “within a thing.” In the case of multiple intelligences, those
with a high Interpersonal Intelligence have a skill in relationships between
themselves and others. They might talk with family members, friends, or
mentors in solving problems. On the other hand, people with a high
Intrapersonal Intelligence draw upon their own feelings and insights. These
are qualities within themselves. They tend to solve problems on their own.
Faced with an important question, they might find a quiet place to think
carefully about the answer. (o)

Linguistic Intelligence implies a strong preference for language in figuring
things out. (77) People with high Linguistic Intelligence may keep a diary to
help them determine what to do. Finally, Logical-Mathematical Intelligence
implies a reliance upon numbers and step-by-step procedures to take on
problems. Such a person might carefully (2)weigh alternative outcomes in
thinking about a solution to an issue.

It is important to stress that this theory does not simply contend that
people have a variety of talents, but that these seven truly represent
intelligence, or ways of understanding the world. The influence of Gardner’s
theory has been most felt in education. Teachers are encouraged to create




activities allowing individuals to succeed in school no matter which of these
intelligences is dominant for them. Of course, education should not simply be
about matching class activities to the strengths of students, but also should
be about presenting students with opportunities to develop themselves. Because
of this, (3)teachers often try to help students to develop those intelligences
that they are weaker in.
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(A) For them, the physical act of writing is a great help.
(B) These people may talk to themselves, working through a problem verbally.
(C) These sorts of people often prefer to study alone.
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(A) avoid illogical arguments
(B) choose and emphasize the best answer
(C) consider different possibilities
(D) produce an indisputable method
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(A) Another way of looking at intelligence
(B) How to make yourself more intelligent
(C) Howard Gardner, educational pioneer
(D) The value of educational psychology
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(A) Although the Interpersonal and Intrapersonal intelligences sound similar
to each other, they are distinct categories.

(B) Einstein and others mentioned as examples of famous intelligent people
are so special that they do not fit in any of Gardner’s categories of
intel ligence.

(C) Gardner’s theory opened the way to appropriately evaluate those types
of intelligence that had long been undervalued.

(D) Interpersonal Intelligence is the most important one for athletes.

(E) Musical Intelligence is not limited to musicians.

(F) People with different intelligences may choose different ways to tackle
the same task.
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The North American sky, according to historical accounts, was once black
with passenger pigeons. Hunters, however, (1i)saw to it that the sky was clear
of the birds by the second half of the nineteenth century. Martha, the last
individual of the species, expired in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. Writers have
long mourned this vanished bird. The great conservationist-philosopher Aldo
Leopold issued the most moving tribute in his 1949 book "A Sand County
Almanac.” But what if we could once again see those victorious birds sweeping
their path across the March skies?

Leopold could not have known that only a handful of decades after he wrote
his book we would be ( A) the verge of a scientific revolution in efforts to
reverse the death of species. The ” (1) de-extinction” movement — a prominent
group of scientists, futurists and their allies — argues, that we no longer
have to accept the finality of extinction. By applying techniques such as
cloning and genetic engineering, they believe that we can and should return
lost species such as the passenger pigeon to the landscape. This is the goal
of the San Francisco-based Long Now Foundation, which is actively supporting
scientific efforts to recreate the lost bird within its "Revive & Restore”
project. But it does not stop there. Scientists in Spain say they are close
(B ) cloning the Pyrenean ibex, a mountain goat that took its last breath in
2000. Other species have also been targeted, including the Tasmanian tiger and
even the woolly mammoth.

The de-extinction movement makes persuasive arguments. The most powerful
among them appeal to our sense of justice: de-extinction is our opportunity
to right past wrongs and to (ii)atone for our moral failings. Advocates also
point to the sense of wonder that the revival of extinct species could
encourage among the public. De-extinctionists argue further that the revived
species will restore lost ecological functions and enhance the diversity of
ecosystems.

At the same time, the de-extinction proposal raises considerable concerns.
Revived species could create problems in contemporary environments and for
native species that have evolved ( C ) the absence of the vanished ones. As
with the introduction of any species into a new environment, there are risks
of disease transmission and biological invasion. Some conservationists also
express the fear that, given decades of ecological change and human
development, the environment won' t be able to support the revived populations.

And there is also the particularly (iii)distressing concern that such
aggressive manipulation of wildlife might actually end up diminishing our
desire (and our limited resources) to conserve extant species — and that it
would be harmful interference in the lives of animals. The most troubling
aspect of de-extinction, however, is what it might mean for us. Attempting to
revive lost species is in many ways a refusal to accept our moral and
technological limits in nature.

Leopold was aware of our tendency to let our gadgets get out in front of our
ethics. "Our tools,” he cautioned in the late 1930s, "are better than we are,
and grow better faster than we do. They suffice to crack the atom, to command
the tides. But they do not suffice for (2)the oldest task in human history:
to live on a piece of land without spoiling it.” The real challenge is to live
more lightly on the land and to confront the moral and cultural forces that
(iv)drive unsustainable and ecologically destructive practices.

That is why there is great virtue in keeping extinct species extinct.
Meditation on their loss reminds us of our fallibility and our finitude. We
are a wickedly smart species, and occasionally a heroic and even exceptional




one. But we are a species that often becomes (v)spellbound by its own power.

It would be silly to deny the reality of that power. But we should also
cherish and protect (3) the capacity of nature, including those parts of nature
that are no longer (D) us, to teach us something profound about human limits
and about the value of self-restaint. Few things teach us this sort of earthly
modesty any more.
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