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The old lighthouse was white and round, with a little door, a circular window
at the top, and the huge lamp. The door was usually half open, and one could
see a spiral staircase. It was so inviting that one day I couldn’ t resist going
inside, and, once inside, going up. | was thirteen, a cheerful, black-haired
boy; I could enter places then that I can’t enter now, slip into them lightly
and (1a) (1b) (Ic)mynot (1d) (1e).

I climbed the spiral staircase and knocked on the door up at the top. A man
came to open it who seemed the image of what a lighthouse-keeper ought to be.
He smoked a pipe and had a gray-white beard.

“Come in, come in,” he said, and (2) immediately, with that strange power some
people have to put you at ease, he made me feel at home. He seemed to consider
it most natural that a boy should come and visit his lighthouse. Of course a
boy my age would want to see it, his whole manner seemed to say — there should
be more people interested in it, and more visits. He practically made me feel
he was there to show the place to strangers, almost as if that lighthouse were
a museum or a tower of historical importance.

(3 Well, it was nothing of the sort. There were the boats, and they depended
on it. Looking out, we could see the tops of their masts. Outside the harbor
was the Bristol Channel, and opposite, barely visible, some thirty miles away,
the coast of Somerset.

“And this,” he said, “is a barometer. When the hand goes down, a storm is
in the air. Small boats better watch out. Now it points to ‘Variable.” That
means it doesn’t really know what is going to happen — just like us. And
that,” he added proudly, like someone who is leaving the ( 4 a ) thing for the
(4b), “is the lamp.”

I looked up at the enormous lens with its powerful bulb inside. “And this
is how I switch it on, at sunset.” He went to a control box near the wall and
put his hand on a lever.

(5 ), but he did, and the light came on, slowly and powerfully. I could
feel its heat above me, like the sun’s. | smiled delightedly, and he looked
satisfied. "Beautiful! Lovely!” [ cried.

“It stays on for three seconds, then off for two. One, two, three; one, two,”
he said, timing it, like a teacher giving a piano lesson, and the light seemed
to obey. He certainly knew just how long it stayed lit. “One, two, three,” he
said, his hand went down, and the light went off. Then with both hands, like
the Creator, he seemed to ask for light, and the light came.

I watched, thrilled.

“Where are you from?” he asked me.

“Italy.”

“Well, all the lights in (6 a) parts of the world have a ( 6 b ) rhythm.
A ship’s captain, seeing this one and timing it, would know which one it was.”

I nodded.

“Now, would you like a cup of tea?” he said. He took out a blue-and-white
cup and saucer and poured the tea. Then he gave me a biscuit. “You must come
and see the light after dark sometime,” he said.

Late one evening, | went there again. The lamp’s flash lit up a vast stretch
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of the sea, the boats, the beach, and the dark that followed seemed more than
ever dark — so dark that (7)the lamp’s light, powerful as it was, seemed not
much stronger than a match’'s, and almost as short-lived.

At the end of the summer, | went home to Italy. For Christmas, | bought a
panforte — a sort of fruitcake, the specialty of the town I lived in — and
sent it to the lighthouse-keeper. I didn’t think I would see him again, but
the very next year | was back in Wales — not on a holiday this time but
running away from the war. One morning soon after I arrived, | went to the
lighthouse, only to find that the old man had retired.

“He still comes, ( 8 ),” the much younger man who had taken over said.
“You' Il find him sitting outside here every afternoon, weather permitting.”

I returned after lunch, and there, sitting on a bench beside the door of the
lighthouse, smoking his pipe, was my lighthouse-keeper, with a little dog.
(9)He seemed heavier than the year before, not because he had gained weight
but because he looked as though he had been put down on the bench and would
not easily get off it without help.

“Hello,” 1 said. “Do you remember me? | came to see you last year.”
“Where are you from?”
“From Italy.”

“Oh, I used to know a boy from Italy. An awfully nice boy. Sent me a fruitcake
for Christmas.”

“That was me.”

“Oh, he was a fine boy.”

“I was the one who sent it.”

“Yes, he came from Italy — an awfully nice boy.”

“(10a) Me, me, that was me,” I insisted.

He looked straight into my eyes for a moment, then away. I felt like a thief,
someone who was trying to take somebody else’s place without having a right
to it. “Ay, he was an awfully nice boy,” he repeated, as though the visitor
he saw now could never match last year’ s.

And seeing that he had such a nice memory of me, | didn’t insist further;
I didn’t want to spoil the picture. [ was at that time of life when suddenly
boys turn awkward, lose what can never be regained — a certain early
freshness and enter a new stage in which a hundred things combine to spoil the
grace of their performance. I couldn’t see this change, this awkward period
in myself, of course, but, standing before him, [ felt | never could — never
could possibly — be as nice as | had been a year before.

“Ay, he was an awfully nice boy,” the lighthouse-keeper said again, and he
looked lost in thought.

“(10b)Was he?” I said, as if I were talking of someone whom | didn’t know.
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7 Thanks to the boats, the lighthouse was highly popular with visitors.
4 The significance of the lighthouse was practical rather than histori-
cal.
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7 The lighthouse was worthless compared to museums or historical towers.
I Although boats still depended on it, the lighthouse also functioned as
a museum.
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7 | was surprised to see the lever
£ | was sure he’ d wait until sunset
77 | asked him to show me how it worked
T | didn’t think he’d switch it on just for me
©6) ZEgr(6a), (6 b)ICEELC—D2DENIANS, TDOHIELLE,
(T) TEEB(7) ZHERE &,
©®) 2 (8 ) ZM 5 DI bFY)EHFEZIRD ) B 6ED, £ ORl5 Zilt,
7 maybe 4 then 7 though I yet
Q) TEELO2SHML T, Y FEIEDL ) BHREZ T EEZ ONSED,
LHEY2 b DORRD D bH OERY, €O 5w,
7 He looked old and tired.
4 He looked eager to leave.
77 He looked as strong as ever.
I He looked less interesting than before.
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The importance of human gestures has been greatly underestimated. Students
of linguistics are everywhere, and the analysis of human languages is a widely
accepted scientific subject, but (1)the gesture specialist is a rare bird
indeed — not so much a vanishing species, as one that has hardly yet begun
to evolve.

There are two reasons for this. In the first place, gestures have quite
wrongly been considered a trivial, second-class form of human communication.
Because verbal exchanges are the crowning glory of humankind, all other forms
of contact are viewed as somehow inferior and primitive. Yet social
intercourse depends heavily on the actions, postures, movements and
expressions of the talking bodies. (2)Where communication of changing moods
and emotional states is concerned, we would go so far as to claim that gestural
information is even more important than verbal. Words are good for facts and
for ideas, but without gestures, human social life would become a cold and
mechanical process.

If this is so, then why has the science of gestures (3)lagged so far behind
the science of linguistics? (4) The second factor working against such studies
is a curious one and is difficult to express. It is as if, by their very nature,
gestures do not like being written about. They resist verbal analysis. On
reflection, this is not so surprising. Their very existence depends upon the
fact that they provide a nonverbal channel of communication, and (5)attempts
to verbalize it are bound to meet with a special set of problems. These are
problems that every art critic will understand. To describe in words the visual
qualities that make a painting by Rembrandt a great work of art is an almost
impossible task, and to convey the precise significance of a fleeting gesture
is equally challenging. But there is a way. We can greatly deepen our
understanding of great works of art by investigating the geography and history
of art movements. (6)And with gestures, too, we can learn much from a detailed
examination of the geographical and historical background of the so-called
trivial actions we all take so much for granted.

We each of us use hundreds of expressive movements every day, as we pass
through the social events that surround us from waking to sleeping. Each of
these actions has a particular history — sometimes personal, sometimes
cultural, and sometimes more deeply biological. By tracing the geographical
range and the history of these actions, we can begin to see them more clearly
as an understandable pattern of human behavior. (7)To do this systematically
is to open up a whole new area of comprehension, and one that is as exciting
as any other area of the science of humankind.
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(by their very nature,) gestures do not like being written about. They
resist verbal analysis.
5. if you make attempts to verbalize it, you are bound to meet with a special
set of problems.
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(1) The discovery of life beyond Earth would transform not only our science
but also our religions, our belief systems and our entire world view. For in
a sense, the search for extraterrestrial* life is really a search for ourselves
— who we are and what our place is in the grand sweep of the cosmos.

Traditionally, biologists believed that life is an accidental happening —
the result of an extremely rare chemical event. (2)It follows that the
likelihood of its happening again elsewhere in the cosmos is almost zero. This
viewpoint derives from the second law of thermodynamics, ¥ which predicts that
the universe is dying — slowly and inevitably moving toward a state of total
chaos. Life resists this trend only because it is a statistical oddity. *

There is, however, a contrary view — one that is gaining strength and
directly challenges orthodox biology. It is that complexity can emerge
spontaneously through a process of self-organization. If matter and energy
have an inbuilt tendency to amplify and channel organized complexity, the
odds* against the formation of life and the subsequent evolution of
intelligence could be drastically shortened.

The relationship of self-organization to biology remains hotly debated. It
suggests, however, that although the universe as a whole may be dying, an
opposite, progressive trend may also exist as a fundamental property of
nature. The emergence of extraterrestrial life, particularly intelligent life,
is a key test for (3)these rival views.

These issues cut right across traditional religious dogma. * Many people
cling to the belief that the origin of life required a unique divine act. But
if life on Earth is not unique, the case for a miraculous origin would be
weakened. The discovery of even a humble bacterium on Mars, if it could be
shown to have arisen independently from Earth life, would support the view that
life emerges naturally.

Historically, the Rowan Catholic Church regarded any discussion of alien
life as a sin. Speculating about other inhabited worlds was one reason
philosopher Giordano Bruno was burned at the stake in 1600. Belief that mankind
has a special relationship with God is central to the monotheistic¥ religions.
The existence of alien beings, especially if they were further advanced than
humans intellectually and spiritually, would endanger (4)this view.

Weighed against these threatening factors is the uplifting picture of the
universe that the ubiquity* of life and consciousness implies. A cosmos that
starts out in a Big Bang and gradually progresses through complex chemistry
to life, intelligence and culture is profoundly inspiring. The fact that this
advance can take place entirely naturally, without an act of God, adds to the
wonder.

Bertrand Russell argued that a universe under a death sentence* from the
second law of thermodynamics rendered hunan life ultimately worthless. All our
achievements, all our struggles, “all the noonday brightness of human genius,”
as he put it, would, in the final analysis, count for nothing if the very
cosmos itself is doomed.

Russel’ s despairing tone is frequently echoed by contemporary thinkers. Thus
the French Nobel-Prize-winning biologist Jacques Monod writes, (5) “Man at last
knows that he is alone in the unfeeling immensity of the universe, out of which




he has emerged only by chance.”

But what if, in spite of the second law of thermodynamics, there can be
systematic progress alongside decay? For those who hope for a deeper meaning
or purpose beneath physical existence, the presence of extraterrestrial
life-forms would provide a positive sign, implying that we live in a universe
that is in some sense getting better and better rather than worse and worse.
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People want to admire the artist’s skill in representing the things they see.
What they like best is paintings which look ‘like real’. [ do not deny for a
moment that this is an important consideration. The patience and skill which
go into the faithful rendering of the visible world are indeed to be admired.
Great artists of the past have devoted much labor to works in which every tiny
detail is carefully recorded. Direr’ s* water-color study of a hare is one of
the most famous examples of this loving patience. But who would say that
Rembrandt’ s* drawing of an elephant is necessarily less good because it shows
fewer details? Indeed Rembrandt was such a wizard that he gave us the feel of
the elephant’s wrinkly skin with a few lines of his charcoal.

But it is not only sketchiness that offends people who like their pictures
to look ‘real’. They are even more repelled by works which they consider to
be incorrectly drawn, particularly when they belong to a more modern period
when (a) the artist ‘ought to have known better’. As a matter of fact, there
is no mystery about these distortions of nature about which we hear so many
complaints in discussions on ( - ) art. Everyone who has ever seen a Disney
film or a comic strip knows all about it. (I)He knows that it is sometimes
right to draw things otherwise than they look, to change and distort them in
one way or another. Mickey Mouse does not look very much like a real mouse,
yet people do not write indignant letters to the papers about the length of
his tail. Those who enter Disney’ s enchanted world are not worried about (b)Art
with a capital A. They do not go to his shows armed with the same prejudices
they like to take with them when going to an exhibition of modern painting.
But if a modern artist draws something in his own way, he is apt to be thought
a bungler* who can do no better. Now, whatever we may think of modern artists,
we may safely credit them with enough knowledge to draw ‘correctly . If they
do not do so their reasons may be very ( @ ) to those of Mr. Disney.

We are all inclined to accept conventional forms or colors as the only
correct ones. Children sometimes think that stars must be star-shaped, though
naturally they are not. The people who insist that in a picture the sky must
be blue, and the grass green, are not very different from these children. They
get very indignant if they see other colors in a picture, but if we try to
forget all we have heard about green grass and blue skies, and look at the
world as if we had just arrived from another planet on a voyage of discovery
and were seeing it for the first time, we may find that things are apt to have
the most surprising ( /> ). Now painters sometimes feel as if they were on such
a voyage of discovery. (2)They want to see the world afresh, and to discard
all the accepted notions and prejudices about flesh being pink and apples
yellow or red. It is not easy to get rid of these preconceived ideas, but the
artists who succeed best in doing so often produce the most exciting works.
It is they who teach us to see ( = ) beauties in nature of whose existence
we had never dreamt. (c) If we follow them and learn from them, even a glance
out of our own window may become a thrilling adventure.

(F) Direr: (1471-1528) KA Y D#e - hiKise

Rembrandt: (1606-69) #+ = ¥ DI - fiHE
bungler < bungle: to do badly; to spoil by lack of skill
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Britain entered the Great War as one of the most prosperous countries in the
world. (I)A century and a half of economic growth, expanding trade and the
accumulation of foreign investments had led Britain to the position of being
workshop of the world and the hub of a major — if no longer the sole —
international trade and finance. Britain was still a leading supplier of coal,
textiles, ships, iron and steel, and machinery to international markets and
enjoyed a tremendous pre-eminence in particular fields. In 1913, the shipyards
of North-East England alone produced a third of the world output of shipping.
The cotton mills of Lancashire were still producing enough yarn and textiles
to clothe half the world, contributing more than a quarter of the country s
total exports, (2)Britain was the second largest producer of coal in the world
and its exports alone were greater than the national outputs of major powers
like France and Russia. Britain’s merchant fleet accounted for almost half the
world tonnage, while abroad Britain was a major international creditor with
a large inflow of invisible earnings from investments, shipping and insurance.
(3)With manufacturing and mining employing almost half the labour force and
importing almost three-quarters of its foodstuffs and many of its raw
materials, Britain's prosperity was, more than that of any other country in
the world, dependent upon the fortunes of its export trades and the pattern
of world trade. Britain was a wealthy industrial society — the wealthiest
and the most industrialized in the world — but dependent on, and by
implication vulnerable to, fluctuations in the pattern of world trade and the
performance of its industries.

During the Edwardian era, the performance of the economy betrayed (a)some
signs of weakness, particularly in Britain’s heavy commitment to the ‘old
staples’ and a slow-down in economic growth. In 1914 textiles, coal, iron and
steel, and shipbuilding provided three-quarters of Britain’s exports and
employed almost a quarter of the total working population. These traditional
industries continued to dominate the economy at a time when the more recently




industrializing countries, such as Germany and the United States, were
beginning not only to challenge and overtake Britain's output of basic
commodities such as coal and steel, but to develop new industries such as
chemicals, electrical goods and skilled engineering more rapidly than Britain.
Industrial inertia with capital and labour heavily concentrated in the ‘old
staples’ and the attractiveness of overseas investment contributed to a
backwardness in developing new sectors. While traditional industries remained
reasonably prosperous, output lagged far behind those of Germany and the
United States in many of the newer sectors. Overall, economic growth slowed
down in 1900-1913 to little more than half what it had been prior to 1900.
(4) Abroad, France, Germany and the United States were all growing more rapidly
than Britain, whose share of world trade had fallen from a third in 1870 to
a seventh by 1914.

The Great War itself had several different effects. In terms of output it
brought about (b)a small fall in industrial production. This was hardly
surprising given the mobilization of nearly six million men in the armed
forces, but longer hours, the increased use of female and juvenile labour and
more efficient organization permitted output in 1918 to reach 91 per cent of
the level in 1913. Inevitably it was the armaments and related heavy industries
which took the lion’ s share of production during the war. Steel, shipbuilding,
engineering and other consumption industries munitions-related industries
boomed, while textiles, and construction contracted. This process had some
advantages. Britain was forced to develop some areas of industry which had
hitherto been neglected. Chemicals, electrical goods, motor vehicles, aircraft
and precision engineering were stimulated, as well as science-based industries
such as radio and Pharmaceuticals. Standardization, improved processes, mass
production and more efficient management, including the more sophisticated use
of statistics and accounting systems, also had lasting benefits. (5)Given also
the limited effects of physical destruction, apart from the loss of a fifth
of the merchant shipping fleet, the country emerged from the war in terms of
productive equipment relatively well.

There were costs, however, which went beyond the losses of manpower. The war
involved an expenditure of £11,325% million pounds, including loans made to
allies, many of which, such as those to Russia, were never to be repaid. About
a third of this was raised through increased taxation, while liquidation of
overseas investments raised another 500 million. (6)But the bulk of the cost
of the war was met by borrowing, both at home and overseas. War loans’ from
the public increased the National Debt from &£650,000 to £8,000 million and
Britain also borrowed £1,300 million from overseas, mainly from the United
States. Britain was to emerge from the war as a debtor nation, where before
the war it had been a creditor. No less serious, the exigencies of war finance
had forced the country off the Gold Standard with the adoption of paper £1
and 10s. ¥ notes which could no longer be converted directly into gold.
Inflation and the post-war dislocation of the international financial system
created a much more difficult climate in which Britain had to compete. Attempts
to restore confidence, such as the return to the Gold Standard in 1925, simply
left Britain with an over-valued currency and eroded still further her
competitive position.

A more important consequence of the war was its distorting effect upon
economic activity in the country. While the encouragement of some war-related




industries was in the long term beneficial, the ‘forcing-house’ atmosphere of
the war meant that industries were developed for wartime rather than
peace-time needs. While normal conditions might have permitted a more gradual
adjustment to new needs and markets, the war had acted as an overwhelming
determinant of economic activity, with no guarantee that the industries
fashioned for the war would be those most suitable for immediate post-war
conditions. Moreover, at a time when Britain was already overcommitted to the
‘old staples,” war requirements had encouraged still further investment in
such areas as shipbuilding and iron and steel. Most seriously of all, the war
profoundly disrupted Britain’s export trade. Diversion of industrial capacity
to the war effort and shortage of shipping made it difficult to supply
traditional markets, cutting total exports by a half. As a result, overseas
markets were lost to industrial rivals in Japan and the United States and
through the substitution by traditional customers of home-produced for British
goods. For the ‘old staples’ in particular, the inter-war years were to mark
a difficult period of adjustment to much strong competition and, ultimately,
a failure to recover their pre-war position.
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