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| bought my car when | was 13 years old. Because | couldn’ t reach the pedals
properly, | had to support myself up with two sofa cushions. After I got the
car, | stopped going to school. School just stopped (7)meaning anything to me.

By the time [ turned 15, | was stripping cars and rebuilding engines. Word
spread and [ started to repair my friends cars. The more cars | repaired, the
more | learned how they worked. One day | just imagined what it would be like
to break into a car and drive it away. It would be easy. Gradually I learned
more and more, not just about engines but about the whole car trade. | realised
how much of the motor trade was corrupt and just how many people were
({) getting away with it. [ thought I'd try a little of it myself. Then I found
myself taking the next step — “ringing’.

Ringing is changing the identity of a vehicle: you get the details of a badly
damaged car and transfer them to an identical vehicle that has been stolen to
order. Then you scrap the damaged car and — (A) providing you have done a
decent enough job — nobody will ever find out.

The (7)call for ringed cars was huge, and soon I found myself having to teach
other people how to steal in order to keep up with the demand. Many cars went
straight out of the country. | would say we handled a few thousand vehicles.
A ringed car would make anything between $1, 000 and $8, 000 depending on the
type of car and the buyer.

| was making (I)serious money, but my heart wasn’t in it. It became just a
job like any other. (f)Day in day out, always the same. Dull.

The problem with ringing is the paperwork. After being sentenced |
discovered that | had been under investigation for over two years. It was
papers that sent me down. The knock on the door came from (#)two men in plain
grey suits. | was sentenced to three years and three months for handling stolen
vehicles and conspiracy to steal and sell.

In the prison | had nothing to do but read. | read an article about a bank
robber who became a security consultant, and I thought, if people have listened
to what this man had to say and trusted him, then maybe I can use my knowledge
legitimately. 1 decided to develop an (¥)anti-theft device that would be
better than anything on the market.

| studied, then sent speculative letters to car manufacturers, leasing
companies and insurance agents. Some responses were good. By the time I was
released, | had all the plans drawn up. [’ ve shown my plans to some of the best
car thieves. (B)They said the only way to steal a car with the device attached
would be to pull it away.

A university is now manufacturing the experimental model, and | have also
received support from one group. The patents are pending.

[ can’ t say I’ ve (J)seen the light because | haven’ t. [ haven’ t suddenly gone
all born-again. What [’ ve got is a new direction and a serious goal to aim for.
For now, that is enough. (Partly adapted)

(D) THREERA) 2 HAGEIZR L2 S W,
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(a) con-spir-a-cy (b) ex-per-i-men-tal
| 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5
(c) in-sur-ance (d) spec-u-la-tive
1 2 3 1 2 3 4
(e) trans-fer (f) ve-hi-cle
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@) THREBM ZSWRAL LT, KDL ~4dDEND, bo L bEYsbon
For<—T7 LI,
1 being important to me 2 being intended for me
3 referring to me 4 showing something to me

(G) THEEBN) ZESWRALETNE, RO L ~40END, bo bbb bon
Forx—T7 LRIV,
1 bringing engines 2 dealing in cars
3 stealing cars 4 suffering no punishment

6) THREBM ZSWRZASETIUE, KDL ~4DEND, bo L bEYbDD
Fer<s—r7 LRIV,
1 cry 2 demand 3 message 4 visit

(1) TEE@ ZSWRZ 5 ETNE, RO L ~40END, bo L LY LDOD
HForw<s—r7 LIV,
1 careful 2 corrupt 3 important 4 much

@) THEBM ZSWRA A ETIUE, KD 1 ~4DEND, bo L bEYbDOD
Fer<s—r7 LRIV,
1 Any day 2 Each day 3 Every day 4 Some day

9)  TEEB) DAL, KD 1 ~4DENIZHIET 5H, bo bt onH
BEI—7 LRIV,
1 a bank 2 a university
3 insurance agents 4 the police

(10) FHEBE) 0FkIL, kD1 ~40END, bo bbb bonFsE<—7
L7230,
1 acting to prevent someone from stealing
2 against the law
3 financially manageable
4 technically difficult

(1) FEEB ) 2505 TS, KDL ~4dDEND, bo L bEYsbnn
For<—7 LI,
1 come into being 2 disappeared
3 got confused 4 understood something

(12) KDO1~6DH 5, KXOWNFIZEHTHHD% 1 DFEAT, TOHFRSE<T—
7 L73&EW,

The author decided to become a security consultant.

The author drew some people’ s attention.

The author got arrested when he was stealing a car.

The author has already got the patents.

The author is dissatisfied for the moment.

The author started stripping cars when he was 13 years old.
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- (7) serious money=a large amount of money #H1575< TH, ZAIEHMN,

- (8)day in day out THHIF THENTH, KHHLKAH L1 OFWZ (L Each day
& Bvery day O EL S, &) EHVIHRY, every (3 each+all D=27 v X
720, MEIEW EAZET /W, each IHEEXTIEHWY, almost [nearly] T&
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M2 57259, "Each” is used to refer to every one of two or more people
or things, when you are thinking about them separately.
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Girls are so far ahead in the academic battle of the sexes that boys have
become an education underclass. The conventional explanation when boys did
better than girls in mathematics and science, and (1)roles were reversed with
languages, was that (2)differences in brain function were responsible: male
brains were thought to be built in a way that allowed them to perform better
tests that asked them to imagine objects three-dimensionally in space, while
girls had natural linguistic abilities.

Many researchers doubted (3)the brain-function theories, arguing that male
superiority in spatial-ability tests came from stereotyped behaviour in
children’s play. Children who engaged "mascul ine” play with toy bricks, trucks
and trains were more likely to develop spatial abilities than those who engaged
in "feminine” games with dolls and role play. Feminine play led to higher
verbal skills.

Recent work at Greenwich University by Mark Brosnan has shed more light.
Using spatial-ability tests with 35 male and 49 female students from two
sixth-form colleges*, Dr. Brosnan found that the performance of the girls
depended on how the tests were introduced. When a test’s spatial nature was
emphasised, the girls performed worse than the boys. But there was no
difference in performance when the tests were introduced as being designed to
identify individuals who were good at understanding other people’ s problems
by (5)isolating central issues.

A study at the University of Amsterdam suggests that women have more of a
”surface approach” to learning than men: they are more inclined to commit
learning to memory. Though the researchers do not make the link, because
schools still emphasise the ability to memorise, this could be one explanation
for the success of girls.

Teachers play a particularly important role in female learning because girls
tend to want tasks defined in more detail than boys do. (8)Such an approach
is likely to appeal to a teacher’s feeling of self-importance and to meet a
favourable response, which is encouraging to girls. The emphasis teachers
place on the consequences of academic failure is another advantage to girls
in school. The Dutch academics also found that fear of failure was a factor
that improved the learning capabilities of girls. Boys seem to have a more
cavalier* attitude to learning.

A study at Lancaster, Durham and Sheffield universities and London
University s Institute of Education also identified motivational reasons
behind girls’ superior performance. Using data on almost 1,200 children in two
comprehensives*, the researchers found that girls are more "task-orientated”
than boys: they gain satisfaction from developing their understanding of the
work they are doing. Boys are more "ego-orientated”: they gain satisfaction
from their studies through performing better, or at least, no worse than
others.

(10) Teachers will need to devise ways of introducing competition into the
learning process to meet the needs of boys without alienating the girls. At
secondary level schools need to note that boys are more interested in gaining
qualifications than in the intrinsic¥ value of courses.

() sixth-form colleges: W & RFDMRICALET 554
cavalier: MEffE7s comprehensives: ¥&EHEYRK
intrinsic: AN
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(1) "Roles were reversed with languages” means:
(a) Boys exchanged languages with girls.
(b) Girls played boys linguistic roles.
(c) Girls did better than boys at languages.
(d) The role of language for boys is the reverse of what it is for girls.
(2) "Differences in brain function were responsible” for what?
(@) The conventional explanation
(b) Boys being good at maths and girls at languages
(c) The battle of the sexes
(d) Boys becoming an educational underclass
(3) The alternative to “the brain-function theories” is
(a) the theory that imagining three dimensional objects comes naturally to
boys.
(b) the theory that children’s play shapes masculine and feminine
intellectual capacities.
(c) the theory that fear of failure improves learning capabilities.
(d) the theory that male brains are better built than female brains.
(4) Mark Brosnan showed that
(a) girls are less comfortable with spatial tests than with people-centered
problems.
(b) boys are not good at identifying individuals who understand personal
problems.
(c) isolation of central issues reduces the gap between boys and girls.
(d) emphasis on the spatial aspects of a test helps identify the students
who understand people.
(5) "isolating central issues” means:
(a) cutting out the core problems
(b) identifying the heart of the matter
(c) removing important questions
(d) discovering the centrality of a given topic
(6) According to the University of Amsterdam study,
(@) there is no significant difference in mental capacity between women and
men.
(b) women are stronger at memorization than men.
(c) there is no link between schools’ emphasis on memory and the academic
success of girls.
(d) boys are more successful than girls, because they do not take a
superficial approach to learning.
(7) The University of Amsterdam study also found that teachers are especially
important to girls
(@) because girls have more respect for teachers’ wide knowledge.
(b) because teachers give a less favourable response to girls than to boys.
(c) because teachers prevent girls from becoming too preoccupied by precise
details.
(d) because the warnings of teachers about the bad results of academic
failure are taken more seriously by girls than by boys.
(8) ”Such an approach is likely to appeal to a teacher’s feeling of
self-importance” means:
(@) This policy is based on the teacher’s inflated ego-orientation.
(b) This attitude boosts the teacher’s sense of self-worth.
(c) This definition of his task enables the teacher to give of his best.
(d) This role allows the teacher to assume an important responsibility.
(9) Which of the following is a particularly important motivation for boys?
(@) the intrinsic value of courses
(b) fear of failure
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(c) the satisfaction of performing as well as or better than others
(d) a growing understanding of the work they are doing
(10) "Teachers will need to devise ways of introducing competition into the
learning process to meet the needs of boys without alienating the girls.”
This means that:
(a) Boys and girls must compete more with each other.
(b) Boys need competition, but it must be of a kind that is helpful to girls
too.
(c) Through competition, boys learn to meet their needs.
(d) Teachers should teach girls to be as competitive as boys.
(11) In the opening sentence, the author says, “Girls are far ahead in the
academic battle of the sexes.” One reason for this is that:
(@) Girls have developed better spatial abilities.
(b) Girls™ brain function are more oriented to the acquisition of knowledge.
(c) The role of teachers are more advantageous to girls.
(d) Girls are more competitive.
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(1) do better (than ~)=(~) & HHEL E L

(2) be responsible for ~ % [~®JEHK - B TH 5 |

(4) girls are less comfortable with spatial tests than with people-centered
problems. =girls are more comfortable with people-centered problems than
with spatial tests. (592 FTHREW,

(5) ME—#EER, vy XD BESb LY, isolating central issues=separating
central issues MHUDM7Z: [EDO]FEZMORED YO EEL TN /-8 5] <6
WOEIKTH Y, cut out (2 distinguish 7s=27 v ZA2HIE, EZlL a &7z
LDIZAHD, Wil DFOLEHEDOHFHEN 6T HE ¢ D—FEVELFA 5, E
PRI B B % DT,

6) ZBPUBRZDOWNED SHIMrd 5%, ... they are more inclined to commit learn-
ing to memory. Though the researchers do not make the link (between their
more inclination to commit learning to memory and the success of girls),
because schools still emphasise the ability to memorise, this could be one
explanation for the success of girls. this=they are more inclined to commit
learning to memory. & W XOWNEEZITTW5,
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ToTW5B,

(8) IxiZ boost ML EiF5 (push up) /@ 5/ ERXES] ZHIS6HELTYH,
self-importance=self-worth ’HHNIXE X Tk F 5,

) FAEEKEEDE VT X no worse than others=as well as others (no+It
T = SOSEEDIRZEL)  (3HARKERD D B,

(10)alienate NEX 5 /B4 5] DM 67 TH, BIDEEDNENTED TV
nNI&Ez2o6n%, cf. alien

(11) 7%y =V 2RDNED S one reason ZiERNZ &2/ AD, H213, PHE%R
Teachers play a particularly important role in female learning LL T Didadh
TkE 5,
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- 5—B&¥% The conventional explanation when boys did better than girls in
mathematics and science, and roles were reversed with languages, was that
differences in brain function were responsible (for this): @ when HilZ,
BIEIEID RO 43 (The conventional explanation) Zhvh ARG IClAL L 7=
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VL Fodexid, Tom Lutz ®3FZ Crying: The Natural and Cultural History of
Tears (1999) DS OHENETH 5, ZNEHA TROBIIZEZ LI WV, BHxDD
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1. habit 2. weakness 3. peculiarity 4. tendency 5. desire
6) TFHEEB () © studied inattention &1, BAICED XDz Eh, 2071
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Weeping is a human universal. Throughout history, and in every culture,
emotional tears are shed — everyone, everywhere, cries at some time. People
weep during funeral rituals in almost every culture. Around the globe, infants
cry in hunger and pain, and children in frustration and disappointment.
However much the rules governing emotional display may vary from time to time
and place to place, adults weep for myriad reasons and sometimes, a few claim,
for no reason at all. In American culture, even those rare people (usually
male) who claim they never cry can remember doing so as children. (1)

And weeping is exclusively human. As far as we know, no other animal produces
emotional tears. Some people have claimed that elephants cry, weeping at being
reunited with their handlers, for instance, or after being scolded. But no
independent confirmation of these rare and anomalous tears has ever been made.
In his autobiography, the elephant trainer George Lewis%, for instance, tells
the story of Sadie, a young elephant who wept when she was punished. Sadie has
since been offered as evidence that emotional tears occur in other species,
but she is a poor offering. Lewis mentions only one case in a lifetime of
elephant handling, and since Sadie never cried a second time, Lewis is not
entirely sure that what he saw was actual emotional weeping. Poodles have been
reported to weep, but only by their owners. Arguments have been made for seals,
beavers, and dolphins, all of them unsubstantiated. Weeping is, as Darwin#
said, one of the "special expressions of a man,” crying a human peculiarity.

And yet we know surprisingly little about it. We know some of the basic
physiological processes involved, a bit about the glands and ducts used and
the hormonal activity that accompanies it. We know some of the major nerves
that fire, and some of the brain systems that are activated. Physiologists have
studied the chemical content of emotional tears and shown that they(a) differ
from the tears, called basal or continuous tears, that lubricate our eyes when
we are not crying. We know that women usually cry more often than men, and that
infants cry more than either. But beyond this we know very little.

Our best understandings of tears come not from the medical and psychological
sciences but from innumerable poetic, fictional, dramatic, and cinematic
representations of the human proclivity(b) to weep. Although this cultural
record is extensive, many questions remain. Why do we cry? Tears of happiness,
tears of joy, the proud tears of a parent, tears of mourning, frustration,
defeat — what have they in common? What does it mean that at times of victory,
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success, love, reunion, and celebration, the outward signs of our emotional
interiority are identical to those of our most profound experiences of loss?
Why do certain feelings make us cry and why does crying feel the way it does?
How do we understand other people’s weeping? Why and how do we stop crying?
When is crying neurotic or pathological? What, exactly, do tears express?

Tears often resist interpretation, and an explanation that is obvious to the
crier may be lost on the person whose shoulder is getting wet. Conversely, what
an observer might find patently obvious often passes unrecognized by the
blurred eyes of the crier(2). We all at times misread or are stumped by
emotional cues, and sometimes we just ignore emotional displays, or allow them
to go uninterpreted. But tears are so obviously there, and often so obviously
significant, so clearly meant to communicate intense emotion, that we at least
try to understand them. When an infant cries, or when a friend cries in the
course of an intense conversation, we know among other things that a serious
demand is being placed upon our attention: tears demand a reaction. And we
almost always give one, even if that sometimes means studied inattention(c)
rather than gestures of comfort or sympathy.

Some tears are instantly understandable: a child s tears at a scraped knee,
a parent weeping at the death of a child. When we see such tears, we comprehend
what they mean. But even then, our reactions to other people’s tears are to
some extent improvised. Even in cases when crying is expected — at a funeral,
say — many people feel at a loss when asked to respond directly to a weeping
mourner. Weeping often occurs at precisely those times when we are least able
to fully verbalize complex emotions, least able to fully articulate our
manifold, mingled feelings. We recognize in crying a surplus of feeling over
thinking (3) and an overwhelming of our powers of verbal expression by the
gestural language of tears.

If tears supplant words, the difficulty in comprehending them is exacerbated
by crying s great variety of kinds and causes. Tears are sometimes considered
pleasurable or profound, and sometimes dangerous, mysterious, or deceptive.
The vast array of tears share some common threads. Just as the infant’s first
tears signal its desire for nourishment or comfort, tears usually signal a
desire, a wish, or a plea. People suffering from certain kinds of clinical
depression do not cry precisely because they have, by their own report, given
up all hope of their desires being answered. Fully detached and hopeless, they
have lost the impetus to cry, because without desire there are no tears. A
severely neglected infant, like the depressed person, will stop crying
altogether. It is the infant who believes it will be picked up that wails,
energized by its fear that it will be left alone.

Tears express complex, contradictory desires, and we cry at least in part
because it makes us feel better. A theory of cathartic tears has been with us
since before Aristotle¥, suggesting that we feel better because of the
"release” that tears afford. It may be more correct to say that rather than
releasing them, tears direct our emotions. By encouraging us to shift our
attention from our thoughts to our bodies, crying can wash away the psychic
pain we feel, simply by averting our attention from it. Like the teardrops that
the shrinking Alice in Wonderland* cries and then floats away on, our tears
can be our deliverance even as they express our distress. Many cultures, from
ancient Babylonia to fourteenth-century Japan to eighteenth-century Europe,
have known this well. And now we are in the process of returning to an
understanding of tears.

George Lewis (1911-) : Elephant trainer. He is famous for his autobiography,
Elephant Tramp (1955).
Charles Darwin (1809-82) : English natural historian who advanced the theory



of the evolution of species by natural selection in On the Crigin of Species
(1859)

Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) : Greek philosopher.

Alice in Wonderland : Alice is the heroine of a fantasy novel, Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland (1865), by Lewis Carroll.
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A life spent writing has taught me to be suspicious of words. Those that seem
clearest are often the most treacherous. ”Identity” is one of those false
friends. We all think we know what the word means and go on trusting it, even
when it’s slyly starting to say the opposite.

What’ s known as an identity card carries the holder’s family name, given
name, date and place of birth, photograph, a list of certain physical features,
the holder’ s signature and sometimes also his fingerprints — a whole set of
details that the bearer of the document is so-and-so, and that among all the
millions of other human beings there isn’t one — not even his double or his
twin brother — for whom he could be (@ m ).

My identity (b) (I. being 2. from 3. identical 4. is 5. me 6. prevents
7. to 8. what) anybody else.

Defined in this way the word identity reflects a fairly precise idea — one
which in theory should not give rise to confusion. Do we really need lengthy
arguments to prove that there are not and cannot be two identical individuals?
Even if in the near future someone manages to “clone” human beings, the clones
would at ( ¢ ) be identical only at the beginning; from that moment they
would start developing differences.

Each individual’s identity is made up of a number of elements, and these are
clearly not restricted to the details set down in official records. Of course,
for the great majority these factors include allegiance to a religious
tradition; to a nationality or sometimes two; to a profession, an institution,
or a particular social environment. But the list is much ( d ) than that;
it is virtually ( e ). A person may feel a more or less strong attachment
to a province, a village, a neighborhood, a professional team, a group of
friends, a union, a company, a community of people with the same passions, the
same sexual preferences, the same physical handicaps, or who have to deal with
the same kind of pollution or other nuisance.

Of course, not all these allegiances are equally strong, at least at any
given moment. But none is entirely ( f ), either. All are components of
personality; we might almost call them the DNA of the soul, so long as we
remember that we are not born with most of them.

While each of these elements may be found separately in many individuals,
the same combination of them is never encountered in different persons, and
it’s this that gives every individual richness and value and makes each human
being ( g ).

It can happen that some incident, a fortunate or unfortunate accident, even
a chance encounter, influences our sense of identity more strongly than any
traditional connection. Take the case of a Christian man and a Muslim woman
who meet, fall in love and get married. They can never perceive their identity
(h) (1.as 2.does 3.in 4.same 5. the 6.way) a couple that is entirely
Christian or entirely Muslim; their view of religion will never again be what
it was before. Both partners will always carry within them the ties their
parents handed down at birth, but these ties will henceforth be perceived
differently and accorded a different importance.

Moreover, the ties that (i) m__ ) in people’s lives are not always the
supposedly major allegiances arising out of language, complexion, nationality,
class or religion. One could find dozens of examples of the mechanism of
identity: sometimes beneficial, sometimes tragic, but always complex.
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Competition spurs many parents to rush their children. We all want our
offspring to succeed in life. In a busy world, that means putting them on the
fast track in everything — school, sports, art, and music. It is no longer
enough to [1] (1. catch 2. keep 3. put) up with the Joneses’ children: now,
our own little darlings have to outpace them in every discipline.

The fear that one’s kids may fall behind is not new. Back in the eighteenth
century, Samuel Johnson warned parents not to hesitate: "Whilst you stand
deliberating which book your son shall read first, another boy has read both.”
In the 24-hour global economy, however, the pressure to stay ahead is more [2]
(1. beneficial 2. harmful 3. ferocious) than ever, leading to what experts
call |hyper-parenting,” the compulsive drive to perfect one’ s children. To
give their offspring a head start, ambitious parents play Mozart to them in
the womb, teach them sign language before they are six months old and use Baby
Webster flash cards to teach them vocabulary from their first birthday.
Computer camps and motivational seminars now even accept kids [3] (1. more
young than 2. as young as 3. younger as) four. Golf lessons start at two.
(4] [ X ] the pressure to join the race is [5] (1. immense 2. encouraging 3.
meaningless). The other day I [6] (I. came over 2. came across 3. came into)
an advertisement for a BBC foreign language course for children. ”Speak French
at 3! Spanish at 7!” screamed the headline. ”If you wait, it will be too late!”
My first instinct was to rush to the phone to place an order. [7]My second
instinct was to feel guilty for not having acted on the first.

In a highly competitive world, school is a battleground where the only thing
that [8] (I. arises 2. matters 3. is threatening) is finishing top of the
class. Nowhere is that more true than in East Asia, where education systems
are built on the principle of "exam hell.” Just to stay competitive, millions
of kids across the region spend evenings and weekends at institutions called
"cram schools.” Devoting eighty hours a week to academic work is not uncommon.

In the headlong dash for higher international test scores, schools in the
English-speaking world have been especially keen to [9] ( 1. imitate 2.
examine 3. criticize) the East Asian model. Over the last two decades,
governments have embraced the doctrine of "intensification,” which means
piling on the pressure with more homework, more exams and a rigid curriculum.
Hard work often starts before formal education. At his nursery school in
London, my son started learning — not very successfully — how to hold a pen
and write at the age of three. Private tutoring is also [10] (I. rewarding 2.
surviving 3. booming) in the West, for children of younger and younger ages.
American parents hoping to win a place in the right kindergarten send their
four-year-olds to be coached on interview techniques. Some London tutors take
three-year-olds on without hesitation.

Intensification is not [11] (1. appealing 2. confined 3, significant) to
schooling, either. After school, many children dash from one extracurricular
activity to the next, leaving them no time to relax, play on their own or let
their imaginations wander. No time to be slow.

Children increasingly pay a price [12] (1. of 2. at 3. for 4. on) leading
rushed lives. Cases of five-year-olds suffering from upset stomachs,
headaches, insomnia, depression and eating disorders brought on by stress are
now not uncommon. Like everyone else in our always-on society, many children
get too little sleep nowadays. This can make them jumpy and impatient.




Sleep-deprived kids have more trouble making friends. [13] (I. Moreover 2. For
example 3. However), they stand a greater chance of being underweight, since
deep sleep causes the release of human growth hormone.

When it comes to learning, putting children on the fast track often does more
harm than good. The American Academy of Pediatrics warns that specializing in
a sport at too young an age can cause physical and psychological damage. The
same [14] (1. goes 2. comes 3. makes 4. does) for education. A growing body
of evidence suggests that children learn better when they learn at a slower
pace. Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, professor of child psychology at Temple University
in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, recently tested 120 American preschool kids.
Half went to nursery schools that stressed social interaction and a playful
approach to learning; the rest attended nursery schools that rushed them
towards academic achievement, using what experts call the "drill and
kill” style of teaching. Hirsh-Pasek found that children from the more
relaxed, slower environment [15] (1. turned out 2. made for 3. came to) less
anxious, more eager to learn and better able to think independently.

In 2003, Hirsh-Pasek co-authored Einstein Never Used flash Cards: How Our
Children REALLY Learn and Why They Need to Play More and Memorize Less. The
[16] (1. field 2. debate 3. volume) is packed with research uncovering the
myth that “early learning” and "academic acceleration” can build better
brains. "When it comes to raising and teaching children, the modern belief
faster is better and that we must make every moment count is simply wrong,”
says Hirsh-Pasek. "When you look at the scientific evidence, it is clear that
children learn better and develop more [17] (I. specific 2. rounded 3.
unbalanced) personalities when they learn in a more relaxed, less hurried
way.

In Bast Asia, the punishing work ethic that once made the region’s schools
the envy of the world is clearly backfiring. Pupils are losing their edge in
international test scores, and failing to develop the creative skills needed
in the information economy. Increasingly, East Asian students are rebelling
against the study-till-you-drop mentality. Crime and suicide rates are rising,
and truancy, [18] (1. prior seen as 2. as once like 3. well-known like 4.
once seen as) a Western problem, has reached epidemic proportions. Over a
hundred thousand Japanese primary and junior high students play hooky for more
than a month each year. Many others refuse to go to school at all.

Not long ago, the New Yorker magazine published a cartoon that summed up the
growing fear that modern youngsters are being [19] (I. stripped 2. denied 3.
ignored) a real childhood. Two elementary school boys are walking down a
street, books under their arms, baseball caps on their heads. With a
world-weariness beyond his years, one says, [20]”So many toys — so little
unstructured time.”

We have been here before. Like much of the Slow movement, the battle to give
children back their childhood has roots in the Industrial Revolution. Indeed,
the modern notion of childhood as a time of innocence and imagination [21] (l.
led up to 2. grew out of 3. made up for) the Romantic movement, which first
swept across Europe in the late eighteenth century. Until then, children were
considered mini-adults who needed to be made employable as soon as possible.
In education, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the French philosopher, rang in the
changes by attacking the tradition of teaching the young as though they were
grown-ups. In Emile his landmark treatise on schooling children in accordance
with nature, he wrote: "Childhood has its own way of seeing, thinking, and
feeling, and nothing is more foolish than to try to substitute ours for
theirs.” In the nineteenth century, reformers turned their sights on the evils
of child labor in the factories and mines that powered the new industrial
economy. In 1819, Coleridge [22] (1. may 2. could 3. should) describe the




children working in English cotton factories as slaves. By the late 1800s,
Britain was starting to move children out of the workplace and into the
classroom, to give them a [23]”proper childhood.”

Today, educators and parents around the world are once again [24] (I. keeping
2. giving 3. taking) steps to allow young people the freedom to slow down,
to be children. In my search for interviewees, | post messages on a few
parenting websites. Within days, my inbox is crammed with emails from three
continents. Some are from teenagers lamenting their haste-ridden lives. An
Australian girl named Jess described herself as a "rushed teen” and tells
me, ~ | have no time for anything!” But most of the emails come from parents
thrilled about finding new and various ways in which their kids can decelerate.

Questions
(4] Which phrase might most suitably fill in the gap at [X]?
1. With everyone fast-tracking their kids,
2. Since everyone wants to fast-track other kids,
3. Though others fast-track themselves,
4. So that everyone could fast-track their kids,
[7] What does the underlined sentence mean?
1. Immediately thereafter, | worried that | had made a mistake.
2. On reflection, | decided to follow my first instinct
3. All of a sudden, | felt bad that | had made the call.
4. | should not have made the call to prevent my feelings of guilt.
[20] Which of the following sentences could be used to sum up the ideas in the
underlined phrase?
1. Our toys all take such a long time to play with!
2. They might be numerous, but none of our toys are structured!
3. We might have a lot of toys, but we have no time to play with them!
4. We have so many toys that we have no free time left!
[23] Why does the author use the punctuation marks ( ") around the under-
lined words at [23]?
1. Nineteenth-century authors always used such marks around these words.
2. The author wants to explain the idea behind the words.
3. The author doubts that the phrase is appropriate.
4. The author wants to stress that childhood is respectable.
[25] According to the last paragraph, most parents send responses to the author
because
1. they are disappointed to know there are no efficient ways to alter their
children’s stress.
2. they are lamenting their teenagers’ rushed lives.
3. they agree with the author about their advice on slowing their children’s
lives.
4. they appreciate how the author’s advice has slowed their children’s
lives.
[26] Which of the following would make the most appropriate title for this
essay?
1. The Most Efficient Way of Raising Children
Raising Children in an Unhurried Manner
Freedom in Child Education
Progress in Rushing Children
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