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Peter Unger, a philosopher, tells us the following parable. Bob is close to
retirement. He has invested most of his savings in a very rare and valuable
old car, a Bugatti, which he has not been able to insure%. The Bugatti is his
pride and joy. In addition to the pleasure he gets from driving and caring for
his car, Bob knows that its rising market value means that he will always be
able to sell it and live comfortably after retirement. One day when Bob is out
for a drive, he parks the Bugatti near the end of a railway siding* and goes
for a walk up the track. As he does so, he sees that a runaway train, with no
one aboard, is running down the railway track. Looking farther down the track,
he sees the small figure of a child very likely to be killed by the runaway
train. He can’t stop the train and the child is too far away to warn of the
danger, but he can throw a switch that will send the train down the siding
where his Bugatti is parked. Then nobody will be killed — but the train will
destroy his Bugatti. Thinking of his joy in owning the car and the financial
security it represents, Bob decides not to throw the switch. The child is
killed. For many years to come, Bob enjoys owning his Bugatti and the financial
security it represents.

Bob’ s conduct, most of us will immediately respond, was seriously wrong.
Unger agrees. But then he reminds us that we too have opportunities to save
the lives of children. We can give to organizations like UNICEF or Oxfam. How
much would we have to give one of these organizations to have a high
probability of saving the life of a child threatened by easily preventable
diseases? (I do not believe that children are more worth saving than adults,
(1)but since no one can argue that children have brought their poverty on
themselves, focusing on them simplifies the issues.) Unger called up some
experts and used the information they provided to offer some realistic
estimates that include the cost of raising money, administrative expenses, and
the cost of delivering aid where it is most needed. By his calculation, a gift
of two hundred dollars would help a sick two-year-old transform into a healthy
six-year-old — offering safe passage through childhood’ s most dangerous
years. But how many would donate such an amount of money to the organizations?
We seem to lack a sound basis for drawing a clear moral line between Bob’ s
situation and that of any reader with two hundred dollars to spare who does
not donate it to an overseas aid agency.

Now, evolutionary psychologists tell us that human nature just isn’t
sufficiently good to make it likely that many people will sacrifice so much
for strangers. On the facts of human nature, they might be right, but they
would be wrong (2) to draw a moral conclusion from those facts. If it is the
case that we ought to do things that, predictably, most of us won't do, then
let’s face that fact directly. Then, if we value the life of a child more than
going to fancy restaurants, the next time we dine out we will know that we
could have done something better with our money. If that makes living a morally
decent life extremely difficult, well, then (3)that is the way things are. If
we don’ t do it, then we should at least know that we are failing to live a
morally decent life — not because it is good to indulge in guilt but because
(4) knowing where we should be going is the first step toward heading in that
direction.

When Bob first grasped the dilemma that faced him as he stood by that railway
switch, he must have thought how extraordinarily unlucky he was to be placed
in a situation in which he must choose between the life of an innocent child
and the sacrifice of most of his savings. But he was not unlucky at all. We
are all in that situation.
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The benefits which would flow from the existence of a global language are
considerable, but some commentators have pointed to possible risks. Perhaps
a global language will hasten the disappearance of minority languages, or —
the ultimate threat — make all other languages unnecessary. That would of
course place at risk those minorities who speak them.

Will the emergence of a global language hasten the disappearance of minority
languages and cause widespread language death? To answer this question, we
must first establish (a)a general perspective. The process of language
conquest and loss has been known throughout language history, and exists
independently of the emergence of a global language. No one knows how many
languages have died since humans became able to speak, but there must be
thousands. In many of these cases, the death has been caused by an ethnic group
coming to be absorbed within a more dominant society, and adopting its language
along with its other social practices. The situation continues today, though
the matter is being discussed with increasing urgency because of the
unprecedented rate at which native languages are being lost, especially in
North America, Brazil, Australia, Indonesia and parts of Africa. Some
estimates suggest that perhaps 80 per cent of the world s 6,000 or so living
languages will die out within the next century.

The emergence of any one language as global, however, has little to do with
this unhappy state of affairs. Recently, the emergence of English as a truly
global language has, if anything, had (b)the reverse effect — stimulating a
stronger response in support of a local language than might otherwise have been
the case. Movements for language rights, alongside civil rights in general,
have played an important role in several countries: the Maori language in New
Zealand, the aboriginal languages of Australia, the Native American languages
of Canada and the USA, and some of the Celtic languages. Although often too
late, in certain instances the decline of a language has been slowed, and
occasional ly halted.

The existence of vigorous movements in support of language minorities,
commonly associated with nationalism, illustrates an important truth about the
nature of language in general. The need for mutual understanding, which is part
of the argument in favor of a global language, is only one side of the story.
The other side is the need for identity, and people tend to underestimate the
role of identity when they express anxieties about language injury and death.
Language is a major means of showing where we belong, and of distinguishing
one social group from another.

Arguments about the need for national or cultural identity are often seen
as being opposed to those about the need for mutual understanding. But this
is misleading. It is perfectly possible to develop a situation in which
understanding and identity happily co-exist. This situation is the familiar
one of bilingualism, but it is a bilingualism where one of the speaker’s two
languages is a global language, providing access to the world community. The
two functions can be seen as complementary, responding to (c)different needs.
And it is because the functions are so different that a world of language
variety can continue to exist in a world united by a common language.

(d) None of this is to deny that the development of a global language can
influence the structure and most assuredly the vocabulary of other languages.
A global language provides, for example, a fresh source of borrowed words for
use by these other languages. Such influences can be welcomed, in which case,
people talk about their language being "varied” or "enriched,” or opposed, in
which case, the metaphors are those of “injury” or "death.” For example, in
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recent years, one of the healthiest languages, French, has tried to protect
itself by law against what is widely perceived to be the malignant influence
of English. In official contexts, it is now illegal to use an English word
where a French word already exists, even though the usage may have widespread
popular support: computer for ordinateur. Patriotic speakers from several
other countries have also expressed concern with the way in which English
vocabulary, especially that of American English, has come to be used on their
streets and on their TV programs.

The arguments are carried on with great emotional force. Even though only
a tiny part of the vocabulary is ever affected in this way, that is enough to
arouse the anger of the patriotic speakers. They often forget that English
itself, over the centuries, has borrowed thousands of words from other
languages, and constructed thousands more from the elements of other languages
— including computer, incidentally, which derives from Latin, the mother
language of French. Few languages are as “pure” or uncorrupted by foreign
words as their defenders believe. (20034F HUAMERE - Al
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(1) Around the world people are choosing to have fewer and fewer children
— not just in China, where the government forces it on them, but in almost
every nation outside the poorest parts of Africa. Population growth rates are
lower than they have been at any time since the Second World War. In the past
three decades the average woman in the developing world, excluding China, has
gone from bearing six children to bearing four. Even in Bangladesh the average
has fallen from six to fewer than four; even in Iran it has dropped by four
children. If this keeps up, the population of the world will not quite double
again; United Nations analysts offer as their mid-range projection that it
will top out at 10 to 11 billion, up from just under six billion at the moment.
The world is still growing, at nearly a record pace — we add a New York City
every month, almost a Mexico every year, almost an India every decade. But the
rate of growth is slowing; it is no longer "unstoppable” or “unchecked.” (2) If
current trends hold, the world’ s population will all but stop growing before
the twenty-first century is out.

And that will be none too soon. There is no way we could keep going as we
have been. The increase in human population in the 1990s has exceeded the total
population in 1600. The population has grown more since 1950 than it did during
the previous four million years. (3)The reasons for our recent rapid growth
are pretty clear. Although the Industrial Revolution speeded historical growth
rates considerably, it was really the public-health revolution, and its spread
to the Third World at the end of the Second World War, that set us galloping.
Vaccines and antibiotics came all at once, and right behind came population.
In Sri Lanka in the late 1940s life expectancy was rising at least a year every
twelve months. (4)How much difference did this make? Consider the United
States: if people died throughout this century at the same rate as they did
at its beginning, America’s population would be 140 million, not 270 million.

If it is relatively easy to explain why populations grew so fast after the
Second World War, it is much harder to explain why the growth is now slowing.
(5) Experts confidently supply answers, some of them contradictory:
"Development is the best contraceptive” — or education, or the empowerment
of women, or hard times that force families to postpone having children. For
each example there is a counterexample. Ninety-seven percent of women in Oman
know about contraception, and yet they average more than six children each.
Turks have used contraception at about the same rate as the Japanese, but their
birth rate is twice as high. And so on. (6)It is not AIDS that will slow
population growth, except in a few African countries. It is not horrors like
the civil war in Rwanda, which claimed half a million lives — a loss the
planet can make up for in two days. All that matters is how often individual
men and women decide that they want to reproduce.
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Read this passage and answer the gestions below. (=3 SA)

Ours is a world in which no individual, and no country, exists in isolation.
All of us live simultaneously in our own communities and in the world at large.
(1)Peoples and cultures are increasingly hybrid. The same icons, whether on
a movie screen or a computer screen, are recognizable from Argentina to
Zimbabwe. We are all consumers in the same global economy. We are all
influenced by the same tides of political, social, and technological change.
Pollution, organized crime, and the proliferation of deadly weapons likewise
show little regard for the niceties of borders; they are problems without
passports and, as such, our common enemy. We are connected, wired, inter-
dependent.

Such connections are nothing new. Human beings have interacted across planet
Earth for centuries. But today’ s globalization is different. It is happening
more rapidly. It is driven by new engines, such as the Internet. Globalization
is bringing more choices and new opportunities for prosperity. It is making
us more familiar with global diversity. (2)However, millions of people around
the world experience globalization not as an agent of progress but as a
disruptive force, almost hurricane-like in its ability to destroy lives, jobs,
and traditions. Many have an urge to resist the process and take refuge in the
illusory comforts of nationalism, fundamentalism, or other isms.

Faced with the potential good of globalization as well as its risks, we must
identify areas where collective action is needed — and then take that action
to safeguard the common, global interest. Local communities have fire
departments, municipal services, and town councils. Nations have legislatures
and judicial bodies. But in today’ s globalized world, the institutions and
mechanisms available for global action are still in an early stage of
development. ( A )

What makes a community? What binds it together? For some it is faith. For
others it is the defense of an idea, such as democracy. Some communities are
homogeneous, others multicultural. Some are as small as schools and villages,
others as large as continents. Today, of course, more and more communities are
virtual, as people, even in the remotest locations on earth, discover and
promote their shared values through the latest communications and information
technologies.

But what binds us into an international community? In the broadest sense,
there is a shared vision of a better world for all people as set out, for
example, in the founding charter of the United Nations. There is (3)a sense
of common vulnerability in the face of global warming and the threat posed by
the spread of weapons of mass destruction. There is the framework of
international law, treaties, and human rights conventions. There is equally
a sense of shared opportunity, which is why we build common markets and joint
institutions such as the United Nations. Together, we are stronger.

Some people say the international community is only a fiction. Others
believe it is too elastic a concept to have any real meaning. Still others
claim it is a mere vehicle of convenience, to be trotted out only in
emergencies or when a scapegoat for inaction is needed. Some maintain there
are no internationally recognized norms, goals, or fears on which to base such
a community. News reports refer routinely to the [so-called international
community,” as if the term does not yet have the solidity of actual fact. I
believe that this type of ( B) is mistaken. The international community does
exist. It has an address. It has achievements to its credit. And more and more,
it is developing a conscience.

There are countless examples of the international community at work, from




Afghanistan and East Timor to Africa and Central America. These include
international aid to victims of natural disaster, encouragement of trade
between developing and developed countries, and the prosecution of people
responsible for terrible crimes against humanity. ( C ) Too often the
international community fails to do what is needed. It failed to prevent mass
slaughter in Rwanda. For too long it reacted with weakness and hesitation to
the horror of ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia. The international
community has not done enough to help Africa at a time when Africa needs it
most and stands to benefit most. And in a world of unprecedented wealth, the
international community allows nearly half of all humanity to live on $2 or
less a day.

For much of the 20th century, the international system was based on division
and the hard calculations of political realism. In the new century, the
international community can and must do better. I do not suggest that an era
of complete harmony is within reach. Interests and ideas will always clash.
But the world can improve on the last century’ s dismal record. (4)The
international community is a work in progress. Many strands of cooperation
have asserted themselves over the years. We must now stitch them into a strong
fabric of community — of international community for an international era.

(20031F 5LARH - Bokd)

1 Choose the most suitable sentence or phrase from each of the groups below
to explain the meaning of each underlined section from(l)to(4).
A For underlined section(l):
(a) Mixed races are more and more conspicuous both in the movies and in
reality.
(b) People can buy whatever they want by using computers.
(c) People can visit different cultures if they have the right visas.
(d) Peoples from different cultures are in constant conflict today.
(e) There is more and more mixing of different peoples and their cultures.
B For underlined section(2):
(a) Globalization brings success to people, although they often do not know
how to deal with it.
(b) Globalization is like a hurricane since it always causes various kinds
of damage.
(c) Globalization is not an agent of progress since it only changes people’s
lives little by little.
(d) Globalization means very little to most of the people in the world.
(e) Globalization often affects people’s lives in a very negative way.
C For underlined section(3d):
(@) a sense that we all believe in the United Nations
(b) a sense that we all know what is good and what is bad
(c) a sense that we are exposed to the same kind of danger
(d) a sense that we have the same amount of knowledge about the world
(e) a sense that we react in the same way to what happens in the world
D For underlined section(4):
(@) The international community has learned from the mistakes it has made
in the past.
(b) The international community has learned nothing from the mistakes it has
made in the past.
(c) The international community is at its best right now.
(d) The international community is still in the process of development.
(e) The international community is working hard to create a global
government.



2 Choose the most suitable sentence or word from each of the groups below to
fill in each blank space from(A) to(C).
A For blank space(A) :
(@ If this is so, then we can all enjoy peace and happiness together.
(b) It is more important to combine all legislatures into one global
legislature.
(c) Now is the time to encourage the growth of strong international bodies
that can act globally.
(d) The world should depend on each nation’s individual institutions to
achieve globalization.
(e) Therefore, people should realize that it is impossible to make a truly
international community.
B For blank space(®) :
(@) criticism (b) globalism (c) internationalism
(d) optimism (e) patriotism
C For blank space () :
(@) Actually, it has always tried its best.
(b) Even so, countries have been able to help themselves.
(c) Of course, people like to travel to many different countries.
(d) Otherwise, such examples would mean nothing.
(e) Still, there have been too many failures.

e

3 According to the passage, which of the following sentences is true?

(a) Humanitarian efforts have solved the problems of international crime but
not those of poverty or environmental pollution.

(b) Poverty drives the best and brightest people from developing countries
to seek better chances elsewhere.

(c) The development of communications systems enables people all over the
world to share their interests and values.

(d) The institutions of the United Nations have been developed to a very high
level.

(e) The international community is a fiction constructed by the United
Nations.
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Read the text and answer the questions that follow. (%3 SA)

My friend in Britain was recently asked by lawyers working for an American
company to be a witness for a case. They wanted to fly the lead attorney and
two assistants to London. "Wouldn't it be cheaper if I flew to New York?” he
suggested. "Yes,” he was told without hesitation, “but we can bill the client
for the cost.”

And there you have the American legal mind at work. I have no doubt that a
large number of American lawyers do wonderfully worthwhile things that fully
justify charging their clients $150 an hour. ( a ) the trouble is that there
are too many of them. (b ), the United States has more lawyers than all the
rest of the world put together: almost 800, 000 of them.

(¢ ), lawyers need work. Most states allow lawyers to advertise, and many
of them enthusiastically do. You cannot watch TV without encountering a
commercial showing a lawyer who might say: "Hi, I'm Vinny Slick of Bent and
Oily Law Associates. [f you' ve suffered an injury at work, or been in a traffic
accident, or just feel like having some extra money, come to me and we’ Il find
someone to sue.”

Americans, as is well known, will sue (I)at the drop of a hat. In fact, I
daresay someone somewhere has sued over a dropped hat, and won $20, 000 for the
pain and suffering it caused. It is a sense that whenever something goes wrong
for whatever reason, (ll)if you are anywhere in the vicinity, then you ought
to collect a pot of money.

This was neatly illustrated when a chemical plant in Richmond, California,
suffered an explosion, which emitted fumes over the town. Within hours, 200
lawyers and their representatives appeared, handing out business cards and
advising people to present themselves at the local hospital. Of the 20, 000
seemingly very healthy people who lined up at the hospital’s emergency room,
Just twenty were actually admitted. Although the number of proven injuries was
slight, 70,000 townspeople filed claims. The company agreed a $180 million
settlement. Of this, the lawyers got $40 million.

Every year there are over 90 million lawsuits in America — that’s one for
every two and a half people — and many of these are what might be called
ambitious. In Washington State, (d ), a man with heart problems sued the local
dairies because their milk cartons did not warn him about cholesterol. (e ),
a woman in California was also suing the Walt Disney Company because her
grandchildren suffered a shock when they happened to see Disney characters
taking off their costumes in a car park at Disneyland. The discovery that
Mickey Mouse was in fact a real person inside a costume was apparently too much
for the small children.

That case was (l)dismissed, but elsewhere people have won (V) fortunes out
of all proportion to any pain or loss they might actually have suffered.
Recently, an executive at a Milwaukee brewery told the vulgar jokes of a TV
show to a female colleague, who reported him for sexual harassment. The brewery
responded by firing the fellow, and he responded by suing the brewery. The
fired executive was awarded $26.6 million, roughly 400, 000 times his annual
salary, by a sympathetic jury.

Combined with the idea that lawsuits are a quick way to a fortune is the
uniquely American notion that no matter what happens, someone else must be
responsible. So if, say, you smoke eighty cigarettes a day for fifty years
until () you get cancer, then it must be everyone else’ s fault but your own,
and you sue not only the manufacturer of your cigarettes, but the wholesaler,
the retailers, and so on. One of the most extraordinary features of the
American legal system is that it allows people to sue individuals and companies




only slightly connected to the alleged complaint, and win huge sums.

It is (g ) often less expensive for a company to settle out of court than
to let the matter proceed to trial. | know a woman who slipped and fell while
entering a department store on a rainy day and was offered an instant
settlement of $2500 if she would sign a piece of paper agreeing not to sue.
She signed.

The cost of all this to society is enormous — several billion dollars a year
at least. New York City alone spends $200 million a year settling "slip and
fall” claims. According to a TV documentary on this runaway legal system,
because of inflated product liability costs, consumers in the U.S. pay $500
more than they need to for every car they buy, $300 more for heart pacemakers,
and they even pay a little on top for haircuts because some distressed
customers successfully sued their barbers after being given a sort of
embarrassing trims that I receive (V)as a matter of routine.

All of which, naturally, has given me an idea. I'm going to go and smoke 80
cigarettes, then slip and fall while drinking high cholesterol milk, and tell
the jokes of a TV show to a passing female in the Disneyland car park, and then
"Il call Vinny Slick and see if we can (V)strike a deal. I don’ t expect to
settle for less than $2.5 billion, and that’s before we’ ve even started talking
about my latest haircut. (20021F YIS - v
[A] Choose the most appropriate of the following answers (1-7) to fill the

blank spaces marked (a-g). Each number can only be used once; initial

capital letters have been ignored.
1. eventually 2. of course 3. meanwhile 4. therefore
5. in fact 6. for example 7. but
[B] (I) Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning
of the underlined phrase (1) in its context.
1. over a trivial matter 2. as soon as an opportunity arises
3. without a good reason 4. if something goes wrong
(I) Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning
of the underlined phrase (I) in its context.
if someone nearby is going to sue someone else
if you are involved even indirectly
if you think you are close to winning
if you are related to an able lawyer
) Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning
of the underlined word (I) in its context.

1. turned down 2. put off 3. left behind 4. laughed at

(V) Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning
of the underlined phrase (V) in its context.

1. painless luck 2. luckless pain

3. excessive rewards 4. rewarding excesses
(V) Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning

of the underlined phrase (V) in its context.

1. reluctantly 2. helplessly 3. repeatedly 4. safely
() Choose the answer (1-4) that most appropriately indicates the meaning

of the underlined word (V) in its context.

1. plan 2. discuss 3. practice 4. conclude
() Which aspect of lawsuits in America is the author trying to emphasize

most in this text? Choose the answer that most appropriately indicates

the author’ s point of view.
1. There are too many expensive settlements out of court.
2. Lawyers are earning too much money too easily.
3. Judges have to decide too many legal cases.
4. People find it too easy to hold others legally responsible.
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