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The short-story writer is like a fisherman pursuing an extremely wary trout.
In order to hook his game he must be poised and ready and skillful. The trout,
of course, is his reader — who must be lured, baited and hooked. The very
first thing in the writer’s kit of lures is the title, which must increase the
reader’ s appetite — or he will, like some bored old fish, nose the bait aside
and move on. But, (1) the fisherman, the writer must do more than simply catch
his reader’ s attention: he must hold it and also entertain the reader in doing
so. Because the writer is often writing of people, places and events which are
unhappy, unpleasant or ( 2 ), his is a most difficult task.

But the short story is a very rich literary form. No human thought or
feeling, no subject — no matter how familiar or how strange and exotic — no
life is (3) to it. (@It is the writer’ s talent to strike sharply and directly
at the heart of all the problems of human life, because his is the eye which
sees freshly and deeply, and the hand which paints meaningfully and
beautifully. Even when starting into the face of war, hatred, bias, or
degradation, the reader is engaged by his vision, hooked by the image of life
the writer creates, and, hopefully, ( 4 ) by the experience of the life and
art of which he has been a part.

Though defining the short story precisely is probably impossible because of
its richness and variety, some critics ironically have said that a short story
is simply a story that is short — its general outlines are clear. While the
novel shows us the landscape of a society and the various human beings who live
in it, the short story usually limits itself to a few characters, rarely more
than three. While the novel generally covers long periods of time and many
events in its characters’ lives, showing them growing, developing and changing,
and describing them to us in depth and detail, the short story is almost always
like a crack in the wall of character and event — a flashing light on the
landscape of the human heart — where one glimpses swiftly and glancingly some
turning point in a single human life. The reader laughs or cries at what he
sees and hears, feels horror or delight or relief, sympathizes and
understands. (b) If, to that degree, the writer has been successful, then he
has served the reader. (Partly adapted.)
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(2) 1. dusty 2. happy 3. ugly 4. unnecessary
5. unwilling

3) 1. clear 2. conscious 3. familiar 4. foreign
5. obedient

4) 1. allowed 2. destined 3. enforced 4. enraged
5. enriched
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Light, we all know, travels in straight lines. If it could bend round
corners, the world would be harder to discern. But saying that light travels
in straight lines is not quite right. It (1) with observation. Light bends
at the junction of different (a)media. (A)Your leg in your bath looks broken
even if it isn't. A lens bends light, and is shaped to focus the image on a
film or on an eye. We therefore have to find a rule that captures both the
straightness of the path when the medium is uniform and its bending when it
passes from one medium to another. The rule that captures both turns out to
be elegantly simple: light travels by the path that takes the least time. This
rule obviously accounts for the motion of light through air or any other
uniform medium, because a straight line is then also the briefest path for
anything traveling with a uniform speed. The rule also accounts for light’s
bending at the junction of media. Light travels at different speeds in
different substances; the briefest path is then no longer the straightest,
(b)as can be understood by thinking about drowning.

Suppose the victim is out to sea, and you are on the shore. What path brings
you to him in the shortest time, bearing in mind that you can run faster than
you can swim? One possibility is for (B) [a, from, geometrically straight path,
to select, you, your deck chair] to where he is sinking: that involves a
certain amount of running and swimming. Or you could run to a point on the
water’ s edge directly opposite him and swim out straight from there. That is
greater in (2) but it may be briefer in (3 ) if you can run very much faster
than you can swim. By trial and error, you would find that the path involving
the least time is one where you run at some angle across the beach, then change
direction and swim at another angle in a straight line towards your target (if
it is not too late by now). This is exactly the behavior of light passing into
a denser medium.

But how does light know, apparently in (4 ), which is the briefest path?
(C) There must be something about the nature of light which makes it necessary
that it tries all paths, and eliminates all but the briefest.
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(1) As is seldom the case with Japanese lakes, Lake Suwa has retained its

beautiful scene from old times.

(2) As they grew up, they found it difficult to live together.
(3) As he was tired out, he soon fell asleep.
(4) 1 do not like such sports as originated in hunting.
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(1) a. agrees b. conflicts c. consists d. flights
(2) a. distance b. height c. medium d. time
(3) a. direction b. duration c. junction d. path
(4) a. advance b. advantage c. case d. short
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In 1943 at the 200th anniversary of his birth Jefferson was seen as the
solution to all of America’s problems. At the 250th anniversary of his birth
he actually became a part of America’s problems. It is not that America has
lost faith in democracy or equality or in individual rights. Far from it:
Jefferson’ s reputation as the author of the Declaration of Independence and
its promotion of rights and equality remains supreme. So too does his position
as the leading spokesman in our past for the importance of education, for the
separation of church and state, and for the right of the people to rule. But
it is Jefferson’s position on race and slavery that makes him a problem. Today
the fact that Jefferson was a racist slave holder, the owner of slaves, seems
to discredit all of his great liberal and democratic achievements.

Professor Paul Finkelman was Jefferson's severest critic at the conference.
He pointed out that surely there is no greater irony in American history than
the fact that America’ s supreme spokesman for liberty and equality was a
lifelong aristocratic owner of slaves. Unlike Washington and some of his
fellow Virginians, during his lifetime he freed only eight of his nearly two
hundred slaves who worked for him at Monticello, which was the name of his
home. "In the fifty years from 1776 until his death in 1826, a period of
extraordinary public service, he did little,” says Finkelman, "to end slav-
ery.” On the contrary: he bought, bred, and beat his slaves and hunted down
fugitives or those who tried to escape in much the same way as his fellow
Virginia planters did. Yet Jefferson insisted that American slavery was not
as bad as that of the ancient Romans. Even when his younger country men like
Edward Coles sought his approval in liberating their slaves, he refused to
encourage them and offered only excuses for delay.

Most embarrassing in today s climate is Jefferson’s view of blacks.
Jefferson could never really imagine freed blacks living in a white man’s
America, and throughout his life he insisted that any freeing or emancipation
of the slaves had to be accompanied by their expulsion from the country. He
wanted all blacks sent to the West Indies, or Africa, or anywhere out of the
United States. He feared that former slaves would take revenge on their former
masters for the "ten thousand ... injuries they have sustained.” Though
Jefferson fearlessly pledged his life to fight the king of England and his
mighty armies, he trembled at the idea of black slaves acting as freed men.

Jefferson’ s remedy of expulsion was based on racial fear and deep dislike.
While he had no apprehensions about mingling white blood with that of the
Indian, he was totally against the breeding of children between blacks and
whites. In some ways Jefferson expressed his admiration for the American
Indian, but he was never able to do the same for the African American. It is
all the more surprising therefore that Jefferson has been accused of keeping
a black mistress, Sally Hemings, one of his household slaves at Monticello.
The charge that he fathered several children by her was first made by a
newspaperman, James Callender, in 1802. Since then, historians and others have
from time to time referred to the controversial accusation in their speeches
and writings. (Partly adapted.)
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(1) In this article Jefferson is described as ( ).

a. a liberator and friend of the slaves

b. a person who had strong racial prejudice

c. not as bad as the other owners of slaves in Virginia at the time in his

treatment of them
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d. in favor of liberty and equality for all, including the slaves
e. favoring blacks over Indians
(2) The irony referred to in the article is due to the fact that Jefferson
( ).
a. was a lifelong public servant
b. had a magnificent sense of humor
c. liked to tell witty or funny stories to the slaves at Monticello
d. hated slavery more than others of his time
e. earned a reputation as a spokesman for liberty and equality while at
the same time refusing to free most of his slaves
(3) According to the article Jefferson believed ( ).
a. that Roman slavery was far less severe and harsh than American slavery
b. that Roman slavery was about equal in severity to American slavery
c. that no attempt should be made to compare ancient Roman and American
slavery
d. that only eight of his slaves asked to be freed and really wanted to be
freed
e. (none of the above)
(4)  Some slaves of Jefferson's at Monticello ( ).
a. had been purchased from someone else
b. were born and brought up on that plantation
c. might suffer physical punishment if they misbehaved
d. were hunted down to be recaptured if they escaped
e. (all of the above)
5)
a.
b.
C.
d.

(5) Edward Coles ( ).
was harsher in his dealings with the slaves than Jefferson
never owned any slaves
feared that freed slaves would kill white children
had a more liberal or less severe attitude toward the slaves than
Jefferson
e. discouraged Jefferson from liberating the slaves
(6) Jefferson’s response to some of his younger countrymen who favored
emancipation was ( ).
to denounce them severely
to agree eventually to the reasoning of their arguments
to offer no encouragement to them
to dissociate himself from his role as the master of his plantation at
Monticello
e. to retire from public service in protest
) Finkelman ( ).
a. no doubt is a great defender of Jefferson
b. originally sold Jefferson his slaves
C.
d.
e.
)

S

(7

was probably born into slavery at Monticello himself
criticizes Jefferson’s attitude on race from a 20th century perspective
saw Jefferson as the solution to all of America’s problems
During his lifetime Jefferson insisted that any slaves who were liberated
must ( ).
a. be sent far away from southern plantations to northern cities like New
York or Boston
b. be deported or forced to leave the country entirely
c. make their own decision as to where they wanted to live
d. be encouraged to take revenge on their masters for the "ten thousand ...
injuries they have sustained.”
e. breed children with their former masters as quickly as possible so that
by mingling white blood with that of blacks a great new nation could be

(8
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born
(9) According to the article, some historians and a number of other
commentators have charged that Jefferson ( ).
a. was too cowardly to fight the king of England
b, was not really the author of the Declaration of Independence
c. does not deserve his position as a leading spokesman for the importance
of education in the U S.
d. fathered several children with a black mistress who was one of his
household slaves
e. argued strongly against the separation of church and state
(10) One thing that is clear from the article is that Jefferson’s reputation
( ).
continues to grow as the years go by
has suffered a decline within the past 150 years
has suffered a decline within 50 years
has remained fairly stable or the same during the past 250 years
is much better today than it was last century
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Discovery-oriented scientists need occasionally to think like a child and
ask and repeat very basic questions about their science. What, for example,
are some of those questions in the case of earth science? “Why is the earth
round” is something child might ask. It is a fundamental question and might
occur to anyone, trained or untrained, while looking at the globe. The answer
to that particular question seems well in hand now.

But not all childlike questions about the earth are already answered. How
about “Why is the earth’s surface part land and part water?” That basic
question is not fully answered at present, nor is “Why are the continents
shaped like that?” — a childlike question that we are just beginning to
consider. Or how about “What makes an earthquake?” or “Why are there mountains
here and not there?” or “Why is that volcano erupting now?” Such questions
might all be asked by children. At best they are only partially answered by
modern science. Questions of this nature are often among the most fundamental
of the science, and an occasional relisting and review of them, particularly
in light of the most recent observations and thinking, may be stimulating for
the discovery-minded scientist.

The principle that scientists should think like a child is certainly not new.
Prominent scientists have followed this practice and urged others to do so
regularly in the past. Perhaps the most noteworthy example was Albert
Einstein. One scientist draws attention to (l)a statement by Einstein to the
effect that he succeeded in good part because he kept asking himself questions
concerning space and time that only children wonder about.

I can recall attending, as a beginning student, a major national scientific
meeting at which one of the sessions was devoted to the study of sediments¥
on the ocean floor. Most of the papers were characterized by technical
expressions and problems that were difficult for the beginner to comprehend.
The sediments were described by terms like calcilutite and foraminiferal ooze
that held important meaning for the initiated but that left out the newcomer.
One speaker, however, somewhat to the embarrassment of some colleagues and
students, referred to the deep ocean sediments by the simple term mud. While
this term would have been inadequate for reporting most studies, (2)it served
his purposes well, for he was dealing with one of the most fundamental
considerations of that time, the total volume of sediments that has
accumulated in the ocean basins throughout their history. It was a simple
childlike question in essence. He approached it in the most direct and
straightforward manner, but the importance to the science was so fundamental
that no one could possibly make light of (3)the effort regardless of the
simplicity of the approach and the language. Maintaining childlike wonder and
fascination and thinking in the absence of constraints imposed by modern
science are often assets to the would-be discoverer.
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A well-known scientist (some say it was Bertrand Russell) once gave a public
lecture on astronomy. He described how the earth orbits around the sun and how
the sun, in turn, orbits around the center of a vast collection of stars called
our galaxy. At the end of the lecture, a little old lady at the back of the
room got up and said: “What you have told us is rubbish. The world is really
a flat plate supported on the back of a giant tortoise.” The scientist gave
a superior smile before replying, “What is the tortoise standing on?” ”You are
very clever, young man, very clever,” said the old lady. "But it’s turtles all
the way down!”

Most people would find the picture of our universe as an infinite tower of
tortoises rather ridiculous, but why do we think we know better? What do we
know about the universe, and how do we know it? Where did the universe come
from, and where is it going? Did the universe have a beginning, and if so, what
happened before then? What is the nature of time? Will it ever come to an end?
(1)Recent breakthroughs in physics, made possible in part by fantastic new
technologies, suggest answers to some of these long-standing questions.
Someday these answers may seem as obvious to us as the earth orbiting the sun
— or perhaps as ridiculous as a tower of tortoises. Only time (whatever that
may be) will tell.

As long ago as 340 B.C. the Greek philosopher Aristotle, in his book On the
Heavens, was able to put forward two good arguments for believing that (2) the
earth was a round sphere rather than a flat plate. First, he realized that
eclipses of the moon were caused by the earth coming between the sun and the
moon. The earth’ s shadow on the moon was always round, which would be true only
if the earth was spherical. If the earth had been a flat disk, the shadow would
have been elongated and elliptical, unless the eclipse always occurred at a
time when the sun was directly under the center of the disk. Second, the Greeks
knew from their travels that the North Star appeared lower in the sky when
viewed in the south than it did in more northerly regions. (Since the North
Star lies over the North Pole, it appears to be directly above an observer at
the North Pole, but to someone looking from the equator, it appears to lie just
at the horizon.) From the difference in the apparent position of the North Star
in Egypt and Greece, Aristotle even quoted an estimate that the distance around
the earth was 400, 000 stadia. (3) It is not known exactly what length a stadium
was, but it may have been about 200 yards, which would make Aristotle’s
estimate about twice the currently accepted figure. The Greeks even had a third
argument that the earth must be round, for why else does one first see the sails
of a ship coming over the horizon, and only later see the hull?
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