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It is important to remember that, in strictness, there is no such thing as
an uneducated man. Take an extreme case. Suppose that an adult man, in the full
vigor of his faculties, could be suddenly placed in the world, as Adam is said
to have been, and then left to do as he best might. How long would he be left
uneducated? Not five minutes. Nature would begin to teach him, through the eye,

the ear, the touch, the properties of objects. (1)Pain and pleasure would be

at his elbow telling him to do this and avoid that; and by slow degrees the

man would receive an education which, if narrow, would be thorough, real, and

adequate to his circumstances, though there would be no extras and very few

accompl i shments.

Joys and woes, compared with which all others might seem but faint shadows,
would spring from the new relations. Happiness and sorrow would take the place
of the coarse monitors, pleasure and pain; but conduct would still be shaped
by the observation of the natural consequences of actions; or, in other words,
by the laws of the nature of man.

To every one of us the world was once as fresh and new as to Adam. And then,
long before we were susceptible of any other mode of instruction, nature took
us in hand, and every minute of waking life brought its educational influence,
shaping our actions into rough accordance with nature’ s laws, (2)so that we

might not be ended untimely by too gross disobedience. Nor should [ speak of

this process of education as past for anyone, however old he may be. For every

man the world is as fresh as it was on the first day, and as full of untold
novelties for him who has the eyes to see them. And nature is still continuing
her patient education of us in that great university, the universe, of which

we are all members.
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In contrast to the majority of civilizations from the beginning of recorded
human history, we are living in an age of science. It is well known that
science and its technological applications dominate our times and permeate our

lives. (I)Prior to the rise of modern science men also sought to explain the

imponderable events in the world around them. They called upon myth, custom,

folklore, religion, and common sense to provide the explanations needed. That

these explanations frequently proved unreliable, particularly when dealing
with complex events, is too well known to elaborate further. However, during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, some men of letters, social
philosophers, and others were so highly enamored of the prospects for
scientific advancement that they claimed that science, given more time and
access to greater resources, would be able to embrace all human knowledge and
render all phenomena amenable to scientific investigation. (2)They believed

that science would dispel superstition, prejudice, ignorance, and idolatry,

overcome poverty and disease, and usher in a kind of Utopia on earth. The

philosphers of the eighteenth century and the positivists of the nineteenth
century had virtually unlimited faith in the power of science. As the social
sciences developed in the nineteenth century, there was a tendency for them
to fall under the spell of “scientism.” Scientism is the proposition that the
methods of the natural sciences should be used in all areas of investigation.
This has led some of the social sciences to ape the methodology of the physical

sciences. (3)Scientism manifested itself early in the last century as a

confusion of scientific method with scientific techniques, so that the

techniques themselves became the necessary and sufficient conditions for

scientific standing.
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If there is one noble idea to warm people’ s hearts, it is Freedom. Utter that
word and people’ s eyes become moist. For freedom men will fight; for freedom

they are ready to sacrifice their lives. (1)Millions have died for it — and

most of them were cheated. Their deaths (with very few exceptions) achieved

nothing. Often they contributed to the very opposite of what was hoped for.

[f there was one just war in history, it was World War Two. Mankind really
did have to rid itself of the criminal psychopaths ruling Germany, so we and
our descendants should be grateful to the Few — and also to the Many — who

saved us from a new Dark Age. (2) They were all fighting for freedom ... or were

they? Western Europeans may claim as much, and justly; but others, who fought

just as bravely as they did, found that victory brought them no such freedom.

The murderous paranoia suffered by some in the thirties was horrible enough,
but after victory was achieved in the name of freedom, it became, for them,
much worse. During the course of history many millions of people have fought
heroically for the cause of freedom, against many other millions who have
fought just as bravely on the other side — that is to say, for slavery.
And when a group, a clan, a tribe, a class, a nation happens to fight for
a just cause, victory does not necessarily mean the victory of justice. As soon
as the battle is won, attitudes change. The victors start defending their newly
gained privileges against their former allies, who can become worse off than

ever before. (3)The oppressed of yesterday become the new oppressors — as

convinced of their natural, often divine, rights as their former oppressors

used to be.
All this, you may say, may be true but it does not discredit the noble idea
of freedom. The sad truth is that humanity, with shining eyes and fast-beating

hearts, pays lip-service to freedom, but is afraid of it. (4)Humanity at large

does not want to achieve freedom. It runs away from it. Freedom means

responsibility and people are terrified of responsibility. Freedom — the

proper use of freedom — means loneliness (alone-ness as some psychologists
call it), and loneliness is the one thing humanity dreads even more than

freedom.
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