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If you are indecisive and plan to do something about it, you can take
immediate comfort in the fact that indecision is not necessarily due to
ignorance and slow thinking. (1)On the contrary it is often thinking of so many
things and consideration of so many doubts that result in the difficulty to
reach and act on a simple decision. The more intelligent you are, the more you
may be inclined to consider rapidly many factors before making a decision. If
you were feeble-minded, you would have little or no difficulty, for you
wouldn' t be able to think of a variety of possible consequences. (2)Your
difficulty may be that you have acquired the habit of applying to a multitude
of little, unimportant things the same serious consideration you might
advisedly give to vital matters.
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In his teens the young man is impatient of what he considers to be the unduly
stilted vocabulary and pronunciation of his elders and he likes to show how
up to date he is by the use of the latest slang, but as the years go by some
of his slang becomes standard usage and in any case he slowly grows less
receptive to linguistic novelties, so that by the time he reaches his forties
he will probably be lamenting the careless speech of the younger generation,
quite unaware that some of the expressions and pronunciations now being used
in all seriousness in churches and law-courts were frowned upon by his own
parents. In this respect language is a little like fashions in men s dress.
The informal clothes of one generation become the everyday wear of the next,
and just as young doctors and bank clerks nowadays go about their business in
sports jackets, so they allow into their normal vocabulary various expressions
which were once confined to slang and familiar conversation.
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The time of change is upon us. The need for change has taken hold of us. We
are changing, we have got to change, and (1)we can no more help it than leaves
can help going yellow and coming loose in autumn. — We've got to change. And
in our power to change, in our capacity to make new intelligent adaptation to
new conditions, in our readiness to admit and fulfill new needs, to give
expression to new desires and new feelings, lie our hope and our health.

While men are courageous and willing to change, nothing terribly bad can
happen. Change in the whole social system is inevitable not merely because
conditions change though partly for that reason — but because people
themselves change. We change, you and I. we change and change vitally, as the
years go on. New feelings arise in us, old values decline, new values arise.
(2) Things we thought we wanted most intensely we realize we don’ t care about.
The things we built our lives on fall into fragments and disappear, and the
process is painful. But it is not tragic.
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()That all men are equal is a proposition to which, at ordinary times, no
sane human being has ever given his assent. A man who has to undergo a dangerous
operation does not act on the assumption that one doctor is just as good as
another. Editors do not print every contribution that reaches them. And when
they require Civil Servants, even the most democratic governments make a
careful selection among their theoretically equal subjects. At ordinary times,
then, we are perfectly certain that men are not equal. (2)But when, in a
democratic country, we think or act politically we are no less certain that
men are equal. Or at any rate — which comes to the same thing in practice
— we _behave as though we are certain of men’s equality. The human mind has
an almost infinite capacity for being inconsistent. (Partly adapted.)
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To know how to skip is to know how to read with profit and pleasure, but how
you are to learn it I cannot tell you, for it is a trick I have never acquired.
| am a bad skipper; | am afraid of missing something that may be of value to
me, and so will read pages that only weary me; when once I begin to skip, |
cannot stop, and end the book dissatisfied with myself because | am aware |
have not done it justice, and then am apt to think that [ might as well never
have read it at all.
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