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The true sense of becoming international is for each nation to establish
direct relationships with various cultures of the world and not trying to
access other cultures only through English, Dutch nor Chinese. Inter-national
means between, or inter nations. We naturally feel frustrated if we have to
go through a certain nation or a certain language, in order to access other
nations, in not just languages but in diplomacy or inter cultural exchange.
[ think in order to become truly international and to have international
exchange and understanding we need to establish direct relationships.

All the Summit participant countries had been in direct communication with
one another but only Japan has communicated only through English in the past
twenty eight years. But we didn’t think much about the fact that we operated
through this English filter for so long. | think it is extraordinary in the
sense we Japanese did not take this extraordinary situation to be
extraordinary. This stems from the fact that we have misunderstood the meaning
of |internationalization’ ; that is to say, if we know English, the language
of the dominant country in the world, we can know the world, we can communicate
to the world and we can obtain information on all of the world. (209 words)
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The true sense of becoming international is for each nation to establish
direct relationships with various cultures of the world and not trying to
access other cultures only through English, Dutch nor Chinese. Inter-national
means between, or inter nations. We naturally feel frustrated if we have to
go through a certain nation or a certain language, in order to access other
nations, in not just languages but in diplomacy or inter cultural exchange.
[ think in order to become truly international and to have international
exchange and understanding we need to establish direct relationships.

All the Summit participant countries had been in direct communication with
one another but only Japan has communicated only through English in the past
twenty eight years. But we didn’t think much about the fact that we operated
through this English filter for so long. | think it is extraordinary in the
sense we Japanese did not take this extraordinary situation to be
extraordinary. This stems from the fact that we have misunderstood the meaning
of |internationalization’ ; that is to say, if we know English, the language
of the dominant country in the world, we can know the world, we can communicate
to the world and we can obtain information on all of the world. (209 words)
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Knowing English alone does not mean knowing all of the world, all cultures
of the world. To become really international is for various nations to
establish direct relationships with each other through their respective
languages, not just through English, Dutch or Chinese. This is true in the case
of cross-cultural exchange as well as in the case of diplomacy. To build up
direct relationships with each other not depending on a particular nation or
a particular language results in genuine international exchange, international
understanding, and so desired internationalization. 89

Language is a primary means of thought, reflecting the world view of each
nation formed through the history of each culture. Therefore, all the Summit
participant countries have communicated directly with each other. Japan alone
has communicated only through the filter of English these twenty-eight long
years. This is very unusual, but what is indeed unusual is that we Japanese
have taken for granted this situation for so long a time. We have had a
misconception that by way of English, we can send or receive all necessary
information in the modern world. That is to say, we have assumed that using
the language of the most powerful country in the world, economically and
militarily, we can become really international. 121 (210 words)
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Nowadays more and more Japanese parents are excessively interfering with
[meddling with/controlling] (affairs of) their children who are already
university students. They are called "helicopter parents.” (21-24 words)

They call, or write to, the universities to express various opinions or ask
various questions, for example, whether their children should wear kimono at
the graduation (ceremony). (26-27 words)

Unlike "monster parents” making unreasonable requests [claims/demands],
"helicopter parents” are so protective (and interfering [controlling]) that
they even ask about the classes [courses] their children should take. They are
watching their children carefully, and should anything happen, they will come
down at full speed to help them. (42-44 words)

Very protective parents today are more conscious of their rights as
consumers. They have great interest in whether the services the universities
offer are (really) worth the high tuition [fees] they pay. (30-31 words)

On the other hand, universities that welcome [accept] these parents are
increasing in number, for most universities have more difficulty attracting
students because of the declining birthrate [as the number of children
decreases]. (26-27 words)

(145-153 words)
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In Japan, more and more parents of university students are interfering with
their children, from matters concerning the child s classes at university to
what he or she should wear at the up coming graduation ceremony.

They are called “helicopter parents” because they are like helicopters
that circle over their children and come down to help when necessary. This
expression was originally coined in America.

According to a professor at Osaka University, such parents think that
because they are paying their children’s tuition fees, they have the right,
as consumers, to know what kind of service their child is receiving at the
university.

Consequently, more and more universities are beginning to look to these
parents in order to attract as many students as possible, when the number of
children is decreasing in Japan and student recruitment is becoming more and
more difficult.
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(1) Summary [HEINE fRZEH]

A mother of a junior-high-school boy was shocked when her son asked her for
permission to eat out with friends at a restaurant, because when she was his
age, she never did such a thing, and she couldn’ t believe that other mothers
were allowing their children to eat out. So she asked for the opinions of
others, and the majority of the comments was that high school students should
eat at home: However, there were some who said there’ s nothing wrong with
children eating out unaccompanied by adults.

Another mother, whose daughter was in junior high, asked if parents thought
it OK for their children to go to Tokyo Disneyland (TDL) with friends. It is
becoming popular among primary school kids to go to TDL in groups unaccompanied
by adults. Some said that it is much safer than certain areas in the city, and
many people had positive views on this matter.

An educational critic commented that kids will go out anyway, and he
recommended that the parents and children get together and discuss the matter
thoroughly beforehand. Another specialist pointed out that parents should
teach their children about nutrition and table manners before they allow them
to eat out on their own. (203 words)
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A mother of a junior-high-school boy was surprised to hear him ask her if
he could eat out at a restaurant with friends, because she never thought of
such a thing when she was a junior-high-school student. So she asked other
parents if they would allow [permit] their children to do so. Most of the
opinions were that high school students should eat at home. But there were a
few opinions that there is no reason they should not [cannot] eat out by
themselves. (82-83 words)

For another example [On the other hand], a mother of a junior-high-school
girl asked other parents if it was OK for their children to go to Tokyo
Disneyland not with adults but only with friends. It seems popular among
(primary school) children to go to TDL by themselves, and on [about] this
(matter/subject) there were more positive views [opinions] than negative ones:
one of the reasons is that TDL is much safer than city centres. (66-70 words)

An educational critic [A critic] says that if parents tell their children
not to do so without persuading them [explaining the reasons], they will go
out or eat out without telling them about that. So he advises parents to
discuss this (matter/subject) well with their children. Another specialist
points out that parents should develop a desirable [good] eating habit
properly in their children beforehand. (57-58 words)

(205-211 words)
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