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Some years ago, on a journey to America, | passed the time by asking my
fellow passengers to answer some rather strange questions. The first was:
"which seems to you the larger, an elephant or a second?” After explaining that
| meant a second of time and not a second elephant, | then tried to find out
what sort of length of time people would consider equal to the size of an
elephant.

One man was a physicist. He insisted that the second must be equal to the
distance travelled by light during that interval of time — which is much
larger than an elephant, of course. But most other people voted for the
elephant, though there were wide differences in the selection of a time
suitable to compare with it.

Why would most people feel sure that an elephant is larger than a second?
Presumably because we think of an elephant as larger than most animals we know,
and seconds are smaller than most of the time intervals with which we are
concerned. What we are really saying is that an elephant is large for an animal
and a second is small as time goes. So we instinctively compare unlike objects
by relating them to the average size of their kin. (89 HK)
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[t is significant that the scenery which the amateur painter finds most
attractive as a subject for painting is the scenery most often avoided by the
serious professional artist. Very few of the great landscape artists of the
past or present have ever chosen to paint naturally dramatic or beautiful
subjects. A landscape which is naturally beautiful or otherwise attractive to
the human eye leaves the artist with little to do except faithfully copy what
he sees before him. This is all very well for the amateur because it means he
does not need to compose the picture he paints, rearranging the details of the
natural scene. The scenery has already composed itself for him. The serious
artist, however, does not want this. He prefers scenery the amateur painter
would reject as plain or uninteresting. The professional prefers this type of
scenery because of the challenge it offers to his skills as a painter; to see
beauty where it is not easy to see, to create order where the natural elements
are confused, in short, to make art from nature. (90 HiK)
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My local newspaper recently ran a feature article headlined, "The Great
American Bag Race,” which | found both interesting and amusing in ways that
neither the author nor the editor probably intended. The subject was the
relative merits of paper and plastic grocery bags; the discussion included the
reasons why many customers and grocers vehemently prefer one or the other, and
the fierce economic competition between manufacturers of both.

Just a few years ago, practically all grocery stores in this country
routinely stuffed customer’ s groceries into paper bags. In the early Eighties,
plastic bags began to replace them in some places. By the time [ sat down to
write this, the two competitors were running neck and neck, with roughly equal
numbers of paper and plastic bags in use.

The article | mentioned reached no clear conclusion about which kind of bag
was better overall, but it made clear that both kinds of bags contribute to
the problems of resource consumption and solid waste disposal. The difference
between them in terms of environmental impact is one of degree — and, when
you come right down to it, pretty trivial. Ironically, neither the author nor
anyone quoted in the article even hinted that there might be another option
that offers much more significant advantages over either kind of bag.
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The use of highlighters — those marking pens that allow readers to
emphasize passages in their books with transparent overlays of bright color
— 1s significantly affecting the education of university students by
distorting and cheapening the way many read.

While some students still read without using any kind of marker, and some
continue to use pens or pencils, most have switched to highlighters. The most
common use of highlighters is for simply marking, with a colorful coating over
the words, the main points of a text that the student needs to read. While this
might seem harmless, such highlighter use in fact encourages passive reading
habits — a mindless swallowing of words that pass through the reader without
making any lasting impression. This can have a serious effect on young adults
who very much need to learn to read actively, critically, and analytically.

It might be objected, with some justification, that the use of a pencil or
pen could also bring about the same result. It is nevertheless proper to hold
the highlighter responsible for the actual decline in reading skills. When a
pencil or pen is used for a highlighting (that is, underlining) purpose, it
is ordinarily used also for writing notes in the margins, a process that
greatly intensifies the reader’s involvement with the text. The highlighter
is practically useless for this purpose.
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Eight, five, seven, three, one, two. [f | asked you now to repeat these
numbers, no doubt most of you could. If [ asked you again after a long talk,
you probably couldn’t — you will keep the memory for a short time only.

It seems to be the case that two quite different processes are involved in
the brain in memory storage, one for the short-term — that is about fifteen
minutes to an hour — and one for long-term memory. Many items of information
find their way briefly into our short-term stores; most are discarded, and only
a few find their way into the long-term store. While memories are in this
short-term store, they are easily destroyed: by distraction, for instance —
do you remember the number sequence we started with? — or by interference
with the brain: by an epileptic fit, or concussion, for example. The film hero
who wakes up after having been knocked out in a fight and asks Where am [?°
isn't joking; if the blow that knocked him out had been real it would have
affected the electrical processes in his brain and so destroyed his store of
short-term memories. But he will not have lost his store of permanent,
long-term memories — indeed, it is extraordinarily difficult to erase them.
Quite often in psychiatric treatment the psychologist tries to remove them by
drugs, with electrical shock treatment, with insulin therapy, or psycho-
analytic techniques, but usually with a very limited amount of success.

Indeed, when one comes to think about it, memory is perhaps one s most
durable characteristic as an individual. | can lose limbs, have real organs
replaced by plastic ones, alter my facial appearance with plastic surgery, but
[ am still "myself’— a complex of past experience, past memories, held tight
and firm within my brain; only when | lose these do | cease to be myself.
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Bad luck always seems to strike at the worst possible moment. A man about
to interview for his dream job gets stuck in traffic. A law student taking her
final exam wakes up with a blinding headache. A runner twists his ankle minutes
before a big race. Perfect examples of cruel fate.

Or are they? Psychologists who study unfortunate incidents like these now
believe that in many instances, they may be careful ly arranged schemes of the
subconscious mind. People often engage in a form of self- defeatlng behaviour
known as self-handicapping —or, in simple terms, excuse-making. It’s a simple
process: by taking on a heavy handicap, a person makes it more likely that he
or she will fail at an endeavour. Though it seems like a crazy thing to do,
it is actually a clever trick of the mind, one that sets up a difficult
situation which allows a person to save face when he or she does fail.

A classic self-handicapper was the French chess champion Deschapelles, who
lived during the 18th century. Deschapelles was a distinguished player who
quickly became champion of his region. But when competition grew tougher, he
adopted a new condition for all matches: he would compete only if his opponent
would accept a certain advantage, increasing the chances that Deschapelles
would lose. If he did lose, he could blame it on the other player’ s advantage
and no one would know the true limits of his ability; but if he won against
such odds, he would be all the more respected for his amazing talents.

Not surprisingly, the people most likely to become habitual excuse-makers
are those too eager for success. Such people are so afraid of being labeled
a failure at anything that they constantly develop one handicap or another in
order to explain away failure. True, self-handicapping can be an effective way
of coping with anxiety for success now and then, but, as researchers say, it
makes you lose in the end. Over the long run, excuse-makers fail to live up
to their true potential and lose the status they care so much about. And
despite their protests to the contrary, they have only themselves to blame.
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e eRficsd, JEEFBITELWV, LHALHZOETHS, 917)

(#2241 41 (self-handicapping &13) BMIARZZ S %2R L ORI HEME: % &
B, KL TCHHFEMRTAEDICTAZ &, RUHEN 6 5D, BHERE)] % Fehf
TEY, R FL VDY, HEFWDOEFASTH S, 8F)
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Traditional grammar was developed on the basis of Greek and Latin, and it
was subsequently applied, with minimal modifications and often uncritically,
to the description of a large number of other languages. But there are many
languages which, in certain respects at least, are strikingly different in
structure from Latin, Greek and the more familiar languages of Europe such as
French, English and German. One of the principal aims of modern linguistics
has therefore been to construct a theory of grammar which is more general than
the traditional theory — one that is appropriate for the description of all
human languages and is not biased in favor of those languages which are similar
in their grammatical structure to Greek and Latin.

[&5R) e GEls, FY v viEe o7 ViR L CTHREL, T DKk, /RO
BIEEMAIzIZTT, Lad, LIZLIFHHNICIEZ onSs & b7snEFiz, £<
Do SiEDIERIGEH S Nz, LAL, D b0 ohnfklcb\We, I35V
ERFVUrEBEL, F2T7 TV AEPIGER FAVEED LD 5 b o EHIRADH 5
A—av /N DEEEL, BEDELLELLZEZROSEIH D, LIz, BRSE
FOFHELZHPNO D, cNFEFTT - &, EMNASGEIRE Y - &N [E
] 7a GRS, 2% 0, ABOIXRTOSEOGRICEL, EEMEICB OV TF
VY v 77 ik ERLIL/CSRBICIE O X W O 2 £/ o GEMEE 2 AL T
ézaf%ﬁfuo

MEdilih (DFRYY) & BSEE (OHM) |
ﬁ%zH)u%iﬁi(zﬂ@
v @ FVIYiIEETT VT HE
[ r (3 ZL OO SEORRICEH] S Tz
v @ KEEDELSLZBROSEDD S
v O BRRSEFOTRHMNO—DF=F]H
v ©® &Y SGEE OME. =55

[REHI 1] Yo viEl o7 ViBlcED URMSGE IO SEEIEH S iz, W
BEDED ZENZ L, BRSEED— o@ﬁ%d@%ﬂ@i&ﬂ WM 5,
(697%)
UFZH1 2] Y2 viEe T T ViBIIHD UEMGEIL, MEDE) D SIEICHE
Hanrn, RRSEFO—OHMNIL, & a7 GERGRORSRICH 5,
(68
UiRZH] 3 ) IailhiIF Y v viEe 9T vikw e, BEDEHYoZ < 0SiEic
W X N7z, ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@&bﬁﬁmmi&ﬁ @ﬁi%@hbfbé (66%)

[%KW4]$U/V‘tiT/‘%ﬁWkﬁéﬁ%i%d G DE) tho Z < D
SarDithiE S 97, BRSHEAT & 0 I GEM R 2878 L T &z, (6677)

[EHI 5] BLEE L, FY Y viEL 7T ViBOEMSGEIC L o b, HED
RIEHLTOGEEELAT 5, BN SGEMGROHELZHIEL TWa, (655)

KOOI DI120GED T #60F~TOFLDHAGEIZEN T HDIL, Weo ChHL L) I
Bbonsd, BiMcEZIZCYL, HREEAS VOB EDEH) FL—DIcF LB
WEFHNIC X O A O],

XIEOBE D, HMEHSGEORST EBINEEAOHBN ) & v ) EEEH o 07275,
®VICHEFID D B 2K UE, SIS TE, HARGEOR) & KBTI
HIEDH 5 ASBOY) > TRz RS 5 Db —D2D)5ikTh 5, [FEH 5]
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From the outset, our civilisation has been structured in large part around
the concept of work. But now, for the first time in history, human labour is
being systematically eliminated from the economic process, and, in the coming
century, employment as we have come to know it is likely to disappear. The
introduction of a new generation of advanced information and communication
technologies, together with new forms of business organisation and management,
is forcing millions of workers into temporary jobs and unemployment lines.
While unemployment is still relatively low, it can be expected to climb
continuously over the coming decades as the global economy fully enters the
Information Age. We are in the early stages of a long-term shift from mass
labour to highly skilled "elite labour”, accompanied by increasing automation
in the production of goods and the delivery of services. Factories and
companies without a workforce are beginning to appear. These developments,
however, do not necessarily mean a dark future. The gains from this new
technological revolution could be shared broadly among all the people, by
greatly reducing the working week and creating new opportunities to work on
socially useful projects outside the market economy.

- employment (as we have come to know it) is: as ... it (& employment % {&fii

TR O &, A DRA| %#ﬂtﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁiéﬁﬁﬁﬁ®@%

9 5D0E, HEkead before, after, when, as DEAEITIFEZL LW,

[£3R])] P1Dh 6, bbb EE L THB E I BEEEROICHRENTE
oo LrLWE, B IO T, ARBOFENSREATE) O ML M8 1 I B
No-oHH, KOMHIZIE, bbb SHAISICE > TOWSERERRIZZLEEZIHT Z
127202 5 12, FritRo St BB ERIh OB A L Y, Fl-EOMMRITE
t@ FEREDRIFT & d > T, MEIAS OFHEEDEERE OORRICE W2, KHED
BEHIZS) RELWIHIBEBIGBEVWPONS] Z EERERSENDDOH 5, KIFEXK
3, FREBRMMENL 00, AN ZRITEBIEFHCIc A% icoN T, 5%t
P O eIC ERI 5 2 ERTHII NS, bivbhid KRB D O mEsi%z b
ofc TV — b5l ~OEMICE A2 BITOMMOREICH 50, 29 LIcBiTic
(3, PEMOLEPE &Y —E 2otz B T 5 BEMEOBMAED . F7lIE D Wi
PAHDHEBLIBSD TW5S, LHMLENSG, 29 LIZEIINT L bRV % &k
T 5D TIE AL, 29 Lick LuEdidimd 618 o N A48, 1 BB OS5 E)EE
RKIRICHRR L, TGRS OSSO MIALE S 5 S A 72 G B 2 H D SO
LWEESZAID T 2 &T, IRTCDODALDBITLL G EINE LD 612,

MRRGB N & ) — b I5fl~ |
ﬁ%/bCﬁi%®¢ui FitiEE7Z - 72
r @ NGOG ok S N5
r Q BHEDREMNITEIHI T %
n @ B OHESTE < OTHE DAL S
n @ KEHW» S — bI LT
r o ® FEREE O CHARNCE RGBS ESN
7 @ Bhpa o3RG TE S

(a6 11 XK OHIDTE - 7o NS5 2RER S IO Brna, R IS Lo ¢

W5, FriEHEaic & > TREGED LY — b HEIcBITd 50 072, — . il
O CHAEHISINTE MG bH 5, 917F7)
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D OHREN S, KRITHBD & 1Y — b I~ ORAT T REBOT5BE W E KD W,

SR O CHMEB IS TE 50N bdH 5, (947)

X OMCAE LT, DF AT AFERERELIZCVWDT, FEDHIZKWD, |
THSTZUANDRAL v b b WL 2hdH Y 2513972,

MEIHO TSUHEF E LT e WIS EZdDICHR SN TEz) EFEORRE
FTESABWVD, R LHEETHRV, BT 50 E) Ml ez 4,
IO TGRS OPSHA OFMALE T 5 4L 7SI M H L Wbk

21 B &S AEEABIZD, cnEBLE, BRSLOSGENDS O BBIRIZ 7

B
X TREFE» O LY — NHFEICIT) ZEMA LD, INHFITBED E ) DT,
REDRER| 2 PR LI WELE, &S A0, WInizcL Ty, SEIEHED
I DB ONADTIEIV EHEI XS NS,



